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I WANT TO KNOW MY BIBLE 

 
What Does It Cost? 

 

TEXT:  2 Sam 24 

Introduction:  I begin with a reply to those who would use 2 Sam. 24 as an example of texts in Bible 
that are contradictory. 

2 Samuel 24:1   Again the anger of the LORD was aroused against Israel, and He moved David 
against them to say, “Go, number Israel and Judah.”  
 
1 Chronicles 21:1   Now Satan stood up against Israel, and moved David to number Israel.  
 

 The two texts are not contradictory but supplementary, each one offering information the other 
does not contain.  The result is that they explain and clarify.   

 We see here the same truth we saw in the book of Job.  Satan is the one who attacked Job 
and brought on all his misery.  But God gave Satan permission; He allowed it.  That is why Job 
wrestled with it so fervently.  He did not understand why God allowed it. 

 Ultimately we saw in Job, as we see time and again in the Scriptures that for the children of 
God, those who are adopted into His family by grace through faith, God only allows that which 
ultimately is for our good and His glory. 

Romans 8:28   And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those 
who are the called according to His purpose.  
 
 So it is with what happened in the life of David in 2 Sam. 24.  In pride, David was seduced by 
Satan´s temptation to take a census of the nation.  God allowed it, but He did provide David with a 
way to escape the temptation.  Did you see that? 

2 Samuel 24:2–3   2 So the king said to Joab the commander of the army who was with him, “Now go 
throughout all the tribes of Israel, from Dan to Beersheba, and count the people, that I may know the 
number of the people.”  3 And Joab said to the king, “Now may the LORD your God add to the people 
a hundred times more than there are, and may the eyes of my lord the king see it. But why does my 
lord the king desire this thing?”  

The Lord had David´s trusted commander of the army question David´s motive.  Not many 
people could do that to the king, but Joab could.  We all need someone like that in our lives.  It is 
called accountability.  We need someone who loves us enough to speak the truth to us even when 
they know we do not want to hear it. 

Joab´s question was God´s provision for David´s escape from this temptation.  If he had 
answered the question, he would have admitted the motive was pride, and the admission would 
have been the door out of the prison cell of temptation. 
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Sadly, David refused to answer.  He would not open God´s door.  He would not take the way of 
escape.  He did what he wanted to do, and he commanded the census be taken.  It took nearly ten 
months to accomplish. 

When it was done, the result was pleasing to the ear: 1,300,000 men of an age to bear arms.  
But the result was not pleasing to David´s heart because he knew he had sinned.   

2 Samuel 24:10   And David’s heart condemned him after he had numbered the people. So David 
said to the LORD, “I have sinned greatly in what I have done; but now, I pray, O LORD, take away the 
iniquity of Your servant, for I have done very foolishly.”  

God´s judgment fell swiftly upon David and upon Israel. 

Folks, we do not live in a vacuum, and we do not sin in a vacuum.  Often times the chastening 
that comes upon us because of our sin impacts those around us: our families, our friends, our loved 
ones. 

So it was for David.  Seventy thousand of his countrymen died in the plague sent by the Lord.  
God stopped the plague as it moved into Jerusalem itself, and he halted its progress on the top of a 
hill today called by the name of Mount Zion.  In Abraham´s time, it was called Moriah, and on it God 
provided a sacrifice to be killed in the place of Isaac, Abraham´s son.  It was later to be the site of 
the temple, but in David´s day, it was a part of the farm that belonged to a man named Araunah.  It 
was a hill top, which made it a good place for the threshing of wheat, so as the grain was tossed in 
the air, the chaff could be blown harmlessly away. 

The prophet Gad told David he needed to go there to the threshing floor of Araunah and offer a 
thanksgiving offering to the Lord.  And thus we come to the part of the story that I believe contains 
God´s primary message for us at St. Andrew Baptist Church this morning. 

2 Samuel 24:18–25   18 And Gad came that day to David and said to him, “Go up, erect an altar to the 
LORD on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.” 19 So David, according to the word of Gad, went 
up as the LORD commanded. 20 Now Araunah looked, and saw the king and his servants coming 
toward him. So Araunah went out and bowed before the king with his face to the ground. 
  

21 Then Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king come to his servant?”  And David said, “To buy 
the threshing floor from you, to build an altar to the LORD, that the plague may be withdrawn from the 
people.”  

 
22 Now Araunah said to David, “Let my lord the king take and offer up whatever seems good to 

him. Look, here are oxen for burnt sacrifice, and threshing implements and the yokes of the oxen for 
wood. 23 All these, O king, Araunah has given to the king.”  And Araunah said to the king, “May the 
LORD your God accept you.”  

 
24 Then the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will surely buy it from you for a price; nor will I offer 

burnt offerings to the LORD my God with that which costs me nothing.” So David bought the threshing 
floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of silver. 25 And David built there an altar to the LORD, and offered 
burnt offerings and peace offerings. So the LORD heeded the prayers for the land, and the plague was 
withdrawn from Israel.  
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When David came to erect an altar and offer sacrifices to the Lord, 

 Araunah offered him everything for free:  land, wood to be burned from the farm 
implements, oxen to be slain for the offering, and 1 Chronicles adds, wheat to be used 
as a grain offering. 

 David refused Araunah´s generosity and insisted on paying for everything. 

 David bought the site for the altar and the other things needed for fifty shekels of silver, 
about $500 in today´s value. 

 But Chronicles adds that he also bought the entire piece of land, the entire hill top, now 
called the temple mount, for 15 pounds of gold, a little less than $300,000 at today´s 
value of gold. 

 David built the altar, made the sacrifices. 

 God permanently stayed the hand of the angel bringing the plague. 

 

Neat story, but why is it important to us?   

 

I. THE PRINCIPLE STATED BY DAVID. 

 I will not give an offering to the Lord which costs me nothing! 

 

A. David understood that a sacrifice meant that he had to sacrifice something. 

1. It could not just be a sacrifice of the lives of animals which meant nothing to him. 

2. It could not just be a sacrifice on the part of Araunah who would lose the value of a 
portion of the land, the oxen, the farm implements, and the wheat. 

3. For the sacrifice to be from David, it had to cost David something. 

B. Why does the Lord demand sacrifice? 

1. Not because God has need of what is being sacrificed. 

2. God does not receive the objects burned by way of rising smoke! 

3. Not because God wants to deprive His people. 

James 1:17   Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from 
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.  
 

C. God demands sacrifice 

1. Because sacrifice is an act of submission. 

2. Because sacrifice is an act of obedience. 

3. Because sacrifice is an act of worship. 
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D. This is the reason God commands that we give the tithe to Him. 

 The tithe means 10% of our income. 

Malachi 3:10  

Bring all the tithes into the storehouse,  

That there may be food in My house,  

And try Me now in this,”  

Says the LORD of hosts,  

“If I will not open for you the windows of heaven  

And pour out for you such blessing  

That there will not be room enough to receive it.  

1. Giving the tithe is an act of submission to God. 

Giving the tithe says,  

a. “You are the Creator, and I am the creation.” 

b. “You are Sovereign, and I am servant.” 

c. “You are Lord, and I am Your follower.” 

2. Giving the tithe is an act of obedience to God. 

a. The tithe is taught in both the Old and New Testaments. 

b. You cannot abandon the commandment of the tithe without abandoning a belief 
in the inerrancy of Scripture. 

c. When you abandon the inerrancy of Scripture, you lose the reason for faith. 

d. When we refuse to give the tithe, we are saying one of two things, 

 “God, I do not believe what the Bible says about the tithe is really Your Word.” 

or 

 “God, I know the command to tithe is Your Word, but I am not going to obey 
it.” 

3. Giving the tithe is an act of worship to God. 

a. Worship means “bowing low” before God. 

b. When we give the tithe, we bow low. 

 

Now, let me come back.  We were talking about the reason God requires us to sacrifice to Him.   
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The tithe is our beginning place for sacrificing to the Lord.   

But the tithe is not the only place or the ending place. 

 For some, the tithe is truly a sacrifice.  They do not have much, and to give 10% of what 
little they have is a genuine sacrifice to them.   

If you are among those for whom giving a tithe of your small income is truly a sacrifice, I 
want you to see something.  Do not think that what you give is small in the eyes of the Lord.  
Do not think that God sees it as some men see it, as not meaningful, as not valuable.  Let 
me tell you how God sees it. 

God sees it  

 As submission! 

 As obedience! 

 As worship! 

And God is pleased.  And in addition, notice how God responds to your submission, obedience, 
and worship. 

Malachi 3:10  

Bring all the tithes into the storehouse,  

That there may be food in My house,  

And try Me now in this,”  

Says the LORD of hosts,  

“If I will not open for you the windows of heaven  

And pour out for you such blessing  

That there will not be room enough to receive it.  

 As I said, God does not want to deprive you by taking what you need.  God is your provider, 
He supplies all your needs.  But God does desire your submission.  He does want your obedience.  
He does want your worship.  And when you give those things to Him through the giving of the tithe, 
He just turns around and gives you more than you gave to Him. 

Now, while there are some for whom the tithe itself, is truly a sacrifice, it is also true to say 

 For some, the tithe is not a sacrifice. 

We Americans have greater wealth than any people who have ever lived.  Most of the world calls 
us rich Americans.  By and large we take our prosperity for granted.  And for all of us that are so 
greatly blessed, giving 10% of our income is not a sacrifice. 

 

II. SHALL WE GIVE TO THE LORD THAT WHICH COSTS US NOTHING? 
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Okay, I just gave out coupons worth hundreds of dollars. 

But you did not think me generous did you? 

Why not? 

Because they cost me nothing! 

A. What shall we give to the Lord in 2014? 

B. Shall we give Him devotion? 

Or will we attend Bible Study and Worship when 

1. The kids don´t have sports or other activities 

2. When we can´t afford another vacation or pleasure trip 

3. When there is just nothing else to do 

C. Shall we give Him service? 

Or will we give him the scraps left over from busy lives 

1. Sure, I´ll teach, but I can´t be in the classroom early. 

2. Sure, I´ll greet people on Sunday morning, but I can´t be in place until after 9. 

3. Sure, I´ll go on mission.  Let me see what is the most convenient for me. 

 

CONCLUSION:  You see the understanding that came to David was pretty significant after all.  And it 
is an insight that we all desperately need. 

Shall I give to the Lord, the leftovers of my resources, of my time, of my energy, of my abilities; giving 
to the Lord that which costs me nothing? 

Or will I truly allow Him to be pre-eminent in my life, offering to Him my very best, in my resources, in 
my schedule, in my talents, in the way I spend my life? 

 

  


