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WHAT ABOUT MIRACLES? 

TEXT:  1 Kings 18 

INTRODUCTION:  I, Elijah, have not troubled Israel, but you O King Ahab, and your 
father’s house have, in that you have forsaken the commandments of the LORD and 
have followed the Baals.  YHWH God told me to announce this drought that has 
plagued you for three years to show you that the rain and crops do not come because of 
your petitions to idols, but by my hand, says the Lord of Hosts.   

Now therefore, send and gather all Israel to me on Mount Carmel, the four hundred 
and fifty prophets of Baal, and the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at 
Jezebel’s table. 

So Ahab sent for all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together on 
Mount Carmel.  Why would he not?  Carmel was considered the home of Baal, and 
Ahab considered that in that place this popular fertility god would have the advantage in 
any contest with YHWH. 

So I said to the people, “How long will you falter between two opinions? If YHWH is 
God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.  I alone am left a prophet of the LORD; but 
Baal’s prophets are four hundred and fifty men. Therefore let them give us two bulls; 
and let them choose one bull for themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but 
put no fire under it; and I will prepare the other bull, and lay it on the wood, but put no 
fire under it. Then you call on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of 
YHWH; and the God who answers by fire, He is God.”  

So all the people answered and said, “It is well spoken.”  
 
So the prophets of Baal took the bull which was given them, and they prepared it, 

and called on the name of Baal from morning even till noon, saying, “O Baal, hear us!” 
But there was no voice; no one answered. Then they leaped about the altar which they 
had made.  

 
 And so it was, at noon, that I began to taunt them saying, “Cry aloud, for he is a 

god; either he is meditating, or he is busy, or he is on a journey, or perhaps he is 
sleeping and must be awakened.”   So they cried aloud, and cut themselves, as was 
their custom, with knives and lances, until the blood gushed out on them.   And when 
midday was past, they prophesied until about 3 in the afternoon, the time of the evening 
sacrifice.  But still there was no voice; no one answered, no one paid attention.  

 
Then I said to all the people, “Come near to me.”  And I repaired the altar of YHWH 

that was broken down.  And I took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes 
of the sons of Jacob.  Then with the stones I built an altar in the name of YHWH; and 
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made a trench around the altar.  And I put the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and 
laid it on the wood, and said, “Fill four waterpots with water, and pour it on the burnt 
sacrifice and on the wood.” Then I said, “Do it a second time,” and they did it a second 
time; and I said, “Do it a third time,” and they did it a third time. So the water ran all 
around the altar; and even filled trench with water.  

 
And then, at the time of the evening sacrifice,  I, God´s prophet called out to the 

Lord, “YHWH, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that You are 
God in Israel and I am Your servant, and that I have done all these things at Your word.  
Hear me, YHWH, hear me, that this people may know that You are God, and that You 
have turned their hearts back to You again.”  
 

 The fire of YHWH consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood and the stones and 
the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the trench.  Now when all the people saw 
it, they fell on their faces; and they said, “YHWH, He is God! YHWH, He is God!”  

 
Folks, our reading of the Scriptures has been filled with accounts of the mighty miracles 
of God. 

I. WE MUST KNOW THAT MIRACLES ARE REAL, SUPERNATURAL, 
GOD-ORDAINED EVENTS. 

A. Real 

1. Some think of the miracle accounts as 

 myths 

 folklore 

 embellishments of actual events 

 writings of a primitive and superstitious people 

2. No! The biblical miracles are real events that happened in history 
exactly as they are described in the Word of God. 

The Lord God created heaven and earth by His mighty word. 

The whole world was flooded with water destroying all land life except 
what was protected in the ark. 

The waters of the Red Sea rolled back to let Israel pass through and 
closed again to destroy the pursuing Egyptians. 

The walls of Jericho fell down flat upon the obedient shout of the people of 
God. 

The sun stood still for a day to allow the conquering army of God to 
complete its task. 

Fire fell from heaven and consumed the altar at the prayer of God's 
prophet. 

The ax head floated like balsa wood. 
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Jonah lived 3 days in the belly of the great fish. 

The three Hebrews were delivered unharmed from the roaring fiery 
furness. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ was born of a virgin, 

and He: 

walked on water 

stilled the storm 

multiplied the bread and fish 

healed the lame 

gave sight to the blind 

and raised the dead. 

3. Do not be a part of that foolish crowd that says, “It does not matter 
whether the miracles are real or not.” 

4. Do not say, “I believe the spiritual message they portray even if I do not 
believe the actual events they describe.” 

My friend, that philosophy is a well without water.  I know.  I lived for a 
while in that dry and thirsty land early in my ministry. 

Let me show you the difficulty that such a philosophy brings to a rational man, 
and it is most often the man who is making a great attempt to be rational that 
entertains such thoughts. 

5. One might say, "I do not believe a donkey actually spoke a human 
language as the Bible says in Num. 22:28."    

Num. 22:28   Then the LORD opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said 
to Balaam, “What have I done to you, that you have struck me these three 
times?” 

6. Someone might say, “What difference does it make if he does not 
believe that a donkey talked?” 

I once knew the chairman of the religion department at a Baptist University 
who said he was not sure the donkey could talk, but somehow God 
communicated to Balaam.  When I heard that, I wanted to say that comments 
like that prove that a donkey can talk, but I didn’t. 

7. But you see, if you say the donkey did not really talk then that means 
that the apostle Peter was wrong in 

2 Peter 2:16   but he was rebuked for his iniquity: a dumb donkey speaking 
with a man's voice restrained the madness of the prophet. 

8. And if Peter was wrong about that, then why could he not be wrong 17 
verses before that when He declares in 

2 Peter 1:21  for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God 
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 



14-02-09 AM I Want to Know My Bible Page  4 

 

or any of the other things of which he wrote in both his letters 

or any of the things which he declared and is recorded in other books of the 
Bible such as  

Matthew 16:16   Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son 
of the living God." 

You see, my friend, when you deny the reality, the veracity, the truthfulness of 
one tiny little portion of the Word of God, you are in reality necessitating a 
denial of it all.  It is like the dominoes we stacked as kids: when you pushed 
over the first, all the rest fell in proper succession.  

         

And once you have said, a part of the Bible may not be true or real, then you 
have made place for the devil to bring you to question and ultimately reject 
any and every other part of it.  For if God did not protect one part from error, 
what would make you think He so protected the other parts?   
     

My friend, I confess I have walked that road.  It leads to a dry and thirsty land.  
Praise God He convicted me and led me back, and I repented of my sin of 
unbelief.  And I would spare you, if I can be a clear word of warning and of 
explanation from falling into that snare of the devil.  

 

B. Supernatural 

1. Right behind those skeptics who say the miracles are not real are those 
who say they were real but not supernatural. 

2. These are the so called intellectuals who like to prove themselves 
brilliant with their theories of naturalistic explanations of miracles. 

Maybe you have heard of the 6th grade boy who was new at SS.  His dad 
asked what he learned that day.  He said they told a story about a general 
named Moses who was leading his army in a strategic retreat.  They came to 
a place where they were trapped by the sea, but they unrolled the pontoon 
bridges and escaped just in time.  Then when the enemy got on the bridges, 
they blew them up with plastic explosives and drowned the whole brigade.  
His dad said, "Son, is that really what they taught you?"  and he replied, "No 
dad, but if I told it the way they did, you would never believe it." 

So sometimes in an attempt to make the Bible more believable, and 
sometimes because they cannot believe the miraculous themselves, 
people invent naturalistic explanations of Bible miracles that removes 
the miraculous and supernatural.  For instance, 
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The Israelites crossed the Reed Sea not the Red Sea.  It was just a 
shallow marsh, a few inches of water at low tide. 

(I like the third grade boy's analysis:  Wow!  Isn't that neat how God 
drowned the whole Egyptian army in 6 inches of water.) 

Or where the bible says that Elisha caused the axe head to float, he really 
just took a long pole and poked around in the water until the stick went in 
the hole and brought it to the surface. 

But my friend, this negates not only the very point of the story which is not 
about getting back an axe head but about the power of God and the 
validity of His prophet; but it also negates the accuracy and honesty of the 
Word of God.   

 

Is God a preschooler that He cannot write what He means? 

Is He a charlatan that He must deceive in order to impress? 

Is the message God has to declare so weak that He must lie in order to get us to 
believe? 

C. God-ordained 

 

II. WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND THE PURPOSE OF MIRACLES. 

A. To prove the reality and power of the one true God. 

B. To validate God's message and messenger. 

This is the reason why miracles are more common during Biblical times than they 
are today.  God has already validated His messenger, His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and His message, the gospel through the miracle of the resurrection. 

It is also the reason why today, more miracles are seen on mission fields than in 
areas where the Bible has long been taught.  Because on the mission field, the 
truth of God´s Word still needs validation to many who have never heard it. 

 

III. WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND GOD'S GREATEST MIRACLE. 

A. It's identity:  Salvation 

B. It's description: 

1. It is a miracle of creation:  being born again 

2. It is a miracle of transformation:   
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a. Christ made sin for us 

b. We are made the righteousness of God in Him 

3. It is a miracle of reclamation 

a. sin is forgiven 

b. the saved man is made in the likeness of Christ 

4. It is a miracle of resurrection 

a. dead in trespasses and sin 

b. made alive to God through Christ 

c. to live with Him forevermore! 

 

 


