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Isaiah´s Message to America 
Appealing to Heaven´s Court 

 

TEXT:  Isaiah 36-37 

INTRODUCTION:  Have you ever been to the place where there seemed to be no hope? 

• Maybe it was the report of the doctor who informed you of a fatal diagnosis for a loved one or 
perhaps for yourself. 

• Perhaps it was a disastrous turn of things in business or your finances for which there was no 
imaginable reversal or recovery possible. 

• It might have been a decision by someone in authority, a decision you believed to be very 
wrong and unjust, but from which no human appeal remained. 

Upon hearing the news your heart sank, emptiness engulfed you, and likely tears began to flow.  
Today´s message is about what to do when a time like that comes to your life. 
 
In our reading in the Scriptures this week in 2 Kings, 2 Chronicles, and Isaiah we read of such a time 
in the life of King Hezekiah of Judah.  The fact that the story of this time of disaster is told in all three 
books marks its significance and should be a signal to us of its importance.  The disaster did not 
belong to Hezekiah alone, but it is from Hezekiah that we learn what we are to do when it happens to 
us. 
 
 Hezekiah was a king, not a prophet, but he had seen this day coming.  And seeing it, he had 
done his best to avert it, and in fact, thought he had done so.  The doom he had long dreaded was 
the arrival of the might of the Assyrian empire attacking the walls of his capital city of Jerusalem.  
When he first ascended to the throne of the nation, the prospect of this disaster seemed well 
deserved.  His father, King Ahaz, had been the most wicked King to ever rule the southern kingdom 
of God´s chosen people.  He had multiplied the altars of pagan gods throughout the nation, had 
replaced the altar of sacrifice in front of the temple with an altar to foreign gods, and had filled the 
temple itself with images of the Canaanite fertility goddess Asherah.  God had warned His people 
through Moses, before they ever even entered the Promised Land, that if they followed other gods 
and forsook Him, YHWH, the One True and Living God, that they would be delivered into the hands 
of their enemies and would be hauled off as captives to a strange and foreign land. 
 
 But when King Ahaz died and Hezekiah was crowned, God´s judgment had not yet fallen.  So 
Hezekiah, believing there was yet hope began to lead his people in national repentance, sent his 
soldiers out to the high places to destroy the pagan altars.  He had the accursed altar built by King 
Ahaz destroyed and put the God-designed Altar of Sacrifice back in its place and consecrated it again 
to the Lord God Almighty. He rid the temple of every pagan idol and reestablished the worship of the 
One True and Living God. 
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While attempting to remove the reason for God sending Assyria to conquer his people, 
Hezekiah also began to prepare to meet the monster military machine that had conquered every city 
that was in its path.  He had weapons of war stockpiled inside Jerusalem and extended the city´s 
walls.  So they could withstand a long siege, he had his engineers design and dig a winding tunnel 
through the solid bedrock upon which Jerusalem is built to connect the Gihon Spring with the Pool of 
Siloam, a tunnel dug by hammer and chisel stretching the length of two football fields. 
 
 All of these things Hezekiah did for fourteen years, but it did not stop the mighty Assyrian army 
from entering the borders of Judah and systematically conquering every village and city until they 
approached the road to Jerusalem.  Before Sennacherib the King of Assyria himself came, he sent 
the Rabshakeh, his chief of staff so to speak, with a huge contingent of soldiers, who were still only a 
portion of the entire Assyrian army who remained a day´s march from Zion.  
 
 The Rabshakeh stood outside the massive gates of the city and spoke in Hebrew so all the 
men on the wall could hear his words.  Hezekiah´s assistants asked the Assyrian emissary to speak 
his own language of Aramaic which they spoke as well, but the Rabshakeh replied, 
 
Isaiah 36:12-20   12 … “Has my master sent me to your master and to you to speak these words, and 
not to the men who sit on the wall, who will eat and drink their own waste with you?” 13 Then the 
Rabshakeh stood and called out with a loud voice in Hebrew, and said, “Hear the words of the great 
king, the king of Assyria! 14 Thus says the king: ‘Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he will not be 
able to deliver you; 15 nor let Hezekiah make you trust in the LORD, saying, “The LORD will surely 
deliver us; this city will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria.” ’ 16 Do not listen to Hezekiah; 
for thus says the king of Assyria: ‘Make peace with me by a present and come out to me; and every 
one of you eat from his own vine and every one from his own fig tree, and every one of you drink the 
waters of his own cistern; 17 until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of 
grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards. 18 Beware lest Hezekiah persuade you, saying, 
“The LORD will deliver us.” Has any one of the gods of the nations delivered its land from the hand of 
the king of Assyria? 19 Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? Where are the gods of 
Sepharvaim? Indeed, have they delivered Samaria from my hand? 20 Who among all the gods of 
these lands have delivered their countries from my hand, that the LORD should deliver Jerusalem from 
my hand?’ ”  

Hezekiah´s blood ran cold.  The empty gulf surrounded him.  His attempts at revival and spiritual 
reform seemed futile now. The judgment of God was about to befall him and the nation.  The military 
preparations also seemed like the assembling of toys in the presence of the Assyrian behemoth.  
There was nothing he could do.  He was the king, but there was nothing he could do.  He sent 
messengers to his friend Isaiah the prophet asking him to pray. 

While the city waited the Rabshakeh returned to King Sennacherib and reported that King 
Hezekiah had not yet surrendered the city.  As the King of Assyria, assembled his army to move up 
from their present camping ground to the take up positions around the walls of Jerusalem, he sent 
one more message to Hezekiah, this time in writing. 

Isaiah 37:10–13   10 “Thus you shall speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying: ‘Do not let your God in 
whom you trust deceive you, saying, “Jerusalem shall not be given into the hand of the king of 
Assyria.” 11 Look! You have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands by utterly 
destroying them; and shall you be delivered? 12 Have the gods of the nations delivered those whom 
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my fathers have destroyed, Gozan and Haran and Rezeph, and the people of Eden who were in 
Telassar? 13 Where is the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, 
Hena, and Ivah?’ ”  
 
 But this time, the despair was gone.  Hezekiah did not yet know how all of this would end, but 
he did know what he must do.  And so the Scripture continues, 
 
Isaiah 37:14-20   14 And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it; 
and Hezekiah went up to the house of the LORD, and spread it before the LORD. 15 Then Hezekiah 
prayed to the LORD, saying: 16 “O LORD of hosts, God of Israel, the One who dwells between the 
cherubim, You are God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made heaven and 
earth. 17 Incline Your ear, O LORD, and hear; open Your eyes, O LORD, and see; and hear all the 
words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to reproach the living God. 18 Truly, LORD, the kings of 
Assyria have laid waste all the nations and their lands, 19 and have cast their gods into the fire; for 
they were not gods, but the work of men’s hands—wood and stone. Therefore they destroyed them. 
20 Now therefore, O LORD our God, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may 
know that You are the LORD, You alone.”  

Now, do you see what Hezekiah did? You say, “He prayed.”  Yes, but he did more than pray. 

When hope was gone,  

  when desperation had arrived,  

   when there was nothing more his own hands could do,  

 Hezekiah appealed to the Sovereign King of Heaven and plead His case before Lord 
Who Judges Righteously! 

Hezekiah had lost in the court of religious reform.  He had lost in the school of military prowess.  
He lost in the court of public opinion, so 

Hezekiah appealed to the Court of Heaven. 

 I tell you brothers and sisters who are also my fellow Americans, you and I need to make our 
appeal to the Court of Heaven on behalf of our nation!  We have lost the battles in the courts of our 
land, so we need to go to Heaven´s Court.  Justice has been brutalized by wicked judges in black 
robes, so we need to go before the Lord Who judges righteously whose robe shines like the sun. 

We need to take our case before the One True and Living God and ask Him to bring a halt to the 
slaughter of the unborn children in our country.  Where are our tears?  Why is heaven not besieged 
with our cries? 

We need to appeal our cause to the Almighty for His design of marriage between one man and 
one woman to again become the standard in our country. 
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We need to plea with the maker of men´s hearts to move in their hearts to give preeminence to 
the Lord of Glory by honoring His day of worship rather than be seeking to replace His worship and 
the study of His Word with every ball game, every school and community activity imaginable, and with 
everything that men want to substitute on the one day the Lord has reserved for His own honor but 
man seeks to fill with his pleasure. 

Men and women of God, we have given up the battle too easily.  We have perhaps done what 
our hands could do but we have not gone persistently to our knees to appeal to God for what He 
alone can do. 

And in addition to the appeals to Heaven´s Court we need to make for our nation some of us 
have personal things in our lives about which we need to appeal to the God who judges righteously. 

Some concerning health, your own or others you love. 

Some concerning finances. 

Some concerning family matters. 

Other things.  Not little things.  Not just casual prayer requests.  Things of magnitude, the failure 
of which cause heart to sink and life to drain.  Things you do not have the power to fix.  Things only 
God can do. 

And if you are a mind to be a Hezekiah, and take your appeal before the Court of Heaven, let 
me tell you very briefly three things the Scripture tells us about doing that. 

 
I. THE APPEAL TO HEAVEN´S COURT MUST COME FROM ONE WHO 

BELIEVES IN GOD´S SOVEREIGN CONTROL.  
 
Hezekiah spread his case before God because he believed with all his heart that God could turn 
back the Assyrian army.  He believed that nothing is impossible with God. 
 
Before we cry out for heaven´s intervention, let us be sure we have full confidence in heaven´s 
sovereign Lord.  Let´s be sure we believe that in Christ, all things are possible. 
 
Let there be no sentiment of the atheist who says, “If there is a God…” 
Let there be no thought of the deist who says, “If God cares …” 
Let there be no reasoning of the liberal who says, “If God can …” 
 
Let there be the confidence that comes from faith that says, ”You are the Lord, You 
alone!” 
 
 

II. THE APPEAL TO HEAVEN´S COURT IS MADE TO THE GOD WHO JUDGES 
RIGHTEOUSLY. 
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1 Peter 2:21–23   21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an 
example, that you should follow His steps: 22 “Who committed no sin, Nor was deceit found in His 
mouth”; 23 who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not 
threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously;  

 
The Lord God of heaven always judges righteously.  The things we appeal to Heaven´s court must 
be the things where the righteous judgments of God are desperately needed. 
 
This is not a small claims court.  This is not a place for the settlement of petty disputes.  We are 
seeking the righteous judgment of God, and that is no little thing! 

 
 

III. THE APPEAL TO HEAVEN´S COURT SEEKS NOT ONLY GOD´S 
RIGHTEOUSNESS BUT ALSO HIS GRACE AND MERCY. 

 
Jeremiah made an appeal for the righteousness of God because wicked men sought to murder 
him for preaching the words God gave him to preach.  And Jeremiah said,  
 
Jeremiah 11:20   But, O LORD of hosts, You who judge righteously, Testing the mind and the 
heart, Let me see Your vengeance on them, For to You I have revealed my cause.  
 
But sometimes we need not only the righteous judgment of God but His grace and mercy as well.  
Hezekiah needed that.  Judah needed that.  The nation the king pled for was far from deserving of 
God´s intervention.  But the author of Hebrews says that we can appeal, not only for 
righteousness but also for grace and mercy. 

Hebrews 4:16   Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need.  
 
CONCLUSION:  And that is what Hezekiah did.  And you know what God did?  He overturned the 
case against Hezekiah and Judah!  He granted their appeal.  And He sent the Angel of the Lord 
out one night, slew 185,000 Assyrian soldiers, sent Sennacherib back home, and while he prayed 
in a pagan temple trying to figure out what in the world happened, two of his own sons took his life 
and he went straight to hell. 

Now let me tell you, I am not guaranteeing that God will grant whatever appeal you make.  I 
cannot promise that because the Bible does not promise that.  But I promise you this:  God loves 
righteousness.  He loves intervening for righteousness sake.  He loves showing grace and mercy 
to those who trust Him unconditionally. 

In fact, God is looking for people who will appeal to Him and trust Him as Hezekiah did.  Did you 
catch this verse in your reading a month ago? 

2 Chronicles 16:9   For the eyes of the LORD run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show 
Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal to Him...”  

 

  


