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Hello church, My name is Mark Bateman and I have the 
blessing of being the Youth Pastor here at SABC. 

Here we are at the start of a new year. I am so excited to see 
what God has for us this year. Th e youth always start off  the year 
with DISCIPLE NOW. Please let me tell you about 
our goal for DNow weekend and what we hope to accomplish. 
“Salvation” and “renewal” are two very important words to 
remember. We hope to see both of these words exercised to 
the max during the DNow weekend, thru the work of the 
Holy Spirit. We pray that this weekend will be a catalyst for 
our youth’s spiritual growth. Here are 4 objectives of DNow 
weekend. 

1. Th e fi rst objective is to present the Word of God clearly, 
honestly, and relate it to one’s own experiences. Almost 
the whole time will be spent understanding more fully 
the Word of God. Hours and hours will be spent in this 
area. Th e Word of God is what sets men, women, boys and 
girls FREE. In Disciple Now, we will present the Gospel 
clearly and simply. We want every unsaved young person 
who attends Disciple Now to accept Christ as their Lord 
and Savior. Th is makes DNow a great event to also invite 
a friend!

2. An Investment for life is made during Disciple Now. Th e 
Home and Bible Study Leaders who come to live with 
our youth for the weekend are not only coming to teach 
and host, but to reach those young people. I believe this is 
accomplished because not only is a defi nition of Jesus’ life 
given, but demonstrated as well. Th ese men and women 
love young people.

3. “Churched young people all around America are turned 
off .” On almost every church roll in today’s church, more 
young people are not coming than are coming. We must 
challenge these youth to be set apart and be diff erent from 
the world and develop their relationship with the Lord by 

teaching them to “know two things”: to follow Christ no 
matter what the cost, and to lead others to the Christ they 
have received as Lord and Savior of their own lives. We 
must challenge them to see that the church and a personal 
daily relationship with the Lord is just as much fun and 
much more fulfi lling. We must help them to understand 
God does love and care for them.

4. We want our youth to grow closer together as friends and 
as a body of believers to complete the work of the Lord. 
Youth at DNow get a chance to work together for the 
kingdom. We know that the work of the Lord is great and 
we can’t do it on our own. DNow draws youth closer to 
each other and helps them grow in faith. 

Here is how you can get involved. 

• Pray! If the Holy Spirit does not move nothing happens. 

• Give! $75 dollars pays for a youth who can’t aff ord to go.

• Go! Sign up to help as a leader. WE NEED YOU! 
 



THE BEGINNING IS NOT THE END

I have taken the above title as descriptive of the sermon series I began last Sunday. We are going to start 
with the foundation of principles and concepts introduced in Genesis and then trace through the Bible 
to the New Testament to see them in their fi nal developed form.

However, our learning about the teaching in the Scripture is itself the BEGINNING. Learning the 
concept is not in itself the END. We must move from mere learning, to truly understanding, and 
ultimately to applying - living it out in our lives on a daily basis. Th at is what glorifi es God, and that 
is truly the END, the purpose, the goal.
 
I hope you will make that your purpose and goal as we explore the critical Biblical precepts that will 
make our lives more successful and make us more like Christ. But these are not the only examples of 
THE BEGINNING IS NOT THE END.
 
Another example is our country. I often enjoy meditating on the beginnings of our nation. I do 
not pretend that everything about the origin of Th e United States of America was fl awless, but its 
BEGINNING was good. Most of us have been concerned for many years about the END of the 
United States - not just the threat of destruction, that it would end, but how it would end. Would our 
country end well, with freedom, nobleness, righteousness written into its laws, a reverence for God 
in the heart of many of its people? And things did not look good. America was not headed for a good 
END in spite of a noble BEGINNING.
 
I agree with the thought shared by Dr. Morris Denman, former pastor of Southside Baptist Church, 
and now, semi-retired. He serves as one of our Assistant Pastors, ministering to our shut-ins. Morris 
said concerning the election of Mr. Trump as President, “I think God has given America a reprieve, to 
see if we will turn back to Him.” Th e solution to our country’s slide away from the Lord is not Donald 
Trump, but he could be the BEGINNING of a return of our nation to godly principles if we will work 
to that end.
 
Let me urge all of us to daily pray for our new President and the government he leads. As he and 
other leaders begin to turn the country in the direction of righteousness, let them know your support 
through emails, letters, or other communications. Th ey certainly are going to hear much from those 
on the other side of the fence who were glad about America’s fall into depravity and perversity. THE 
BEGINNING IS NOT THE END, and our country has a long road of return and many adversaries.  
But let us remember, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.” and “If God be for us, who can 
be against us?”

Th e Shepherd Loves the Sheep,
Bro. Mike

Shepherd’s Staff
To the Flock of God at St. Andrew Baptist Church



Discipleship Evangelism
One of the things that continues to come across my desk 
as an opportunity and challenge for the local church is the 
process of one-on-one discipleship, often times referred to as 
mentoring. 

As with many things in ministry, the opportunity for this is 
exciting. Men and women of faith guiding and leading our 
younger generation is a good thing for many obvious reasons. 
I have had many come to me about their desire to invest in the 
younger generations. I have also heard from many who desire 
someone to invest in them and disciple them personally as 
they navigate careers, marriage, and raising children. Many of 
you who have already experienced these things desire to help 
the next generation through this process. Many of you who 
are experiencing these things now desire the wisdom of those 
who have already walked this path. So what’s the challenge?

Th e challenge is simply this... taking action. I’m not going 
to pretend that mentoring someone or being mentored by 
someone is always easy. It takes time, energy, and sacrifi ce. 
What I am willing to say is that it is worth it. Th e trajectory 
of my life was drastically changed by my mentor. I had a man 
who was willing to invest in me, he willingly gave his time, 

energy, and resources for my good. He showed me what it 
looked like to live your faith, to be selfl ess, and to sacrifi ce for 
others. He discipled me to become a disciple maker!

Our church is fi lled with young people who want and need to 
be mentored. It is also fi lled with godly men and women who 
have the capacity to mentor others. Let’s take action!

If you are interested in learning more about mentoring or 
how to get started, email me at jeremyjohnson@sabc.org and 
I’ll be happy to help.

God bless,
Bro. Jeremy

I want to begin 2017 with praise to our 
God for WHO HE IS and all HE IS 
DOING at SABC! 

It is a joy to see people plugging into 
SABC music ministry groups, utilizing 
talents, and their best ability, which is 
availability in engaging with and leading 
others to engage with God.

Wednesday afternoons, a group of senior 
adults load the church bus and travel to a 
new rest home or retirement center. Th ey 
carry hymnals and sing with those who 
live there. You can tell they are glad we 
came. Th e songs touch them. It’s what 
we call a God moment… and I say, 
“Awesome… thank You Jesus!”

On Wednesday nights at 6pm, I hear the 
sounds of Kidz Choirs gathering to work 
on worship music and a new musical. A 
great group of adults teach our children 
musical fundamentals, songs, and godly 
principles that they will build on for the 

rest of their precious little lives… and I 
say, “Praise You Jesus!”

Th en later at 7pm, I stand in front of 
a group called Th e Celebration Choir 
as we sing and prepare for upcoming 
Sunday worship and the soon coming 
2017 Passion Play. It is a fun rehearsal, 
mixed with laughter, the joy of moments 
with each other, and spiritual high points 
found within the songs… and my heart 
says, “Wow – what a fantastic pause in 
midweek to do just this - this is great! 
God, You are so worthy of our praises!”

Just over in the worship center, we 
can hear the sound of Th e Celebration 
Orchestra rehearsing as they serve our 
Lord at SABC through their musical 
talents. My heart fi lls with thanksgiving 
as I listen to their giftedness, yet even 
more knowing they are doing it with 
God’s glory as their goal and I think, 
“How wonderful! Th ank you Lord for 
each of them!”

Sunday, we Celebrate together as a 
church family. Engaging with God in 
worship is our goal. Every song is our 
favorite because of WHO we sing to 
and HE is worthy of our praises and it is 
lifechanging!

And fi nally on Sunday afternoons, our 
Youth PraiseGathering meets. We sing 
6-7 songs for upcoming worship or for 
going out to lead a worship service in a 
local church as we will do January 29. 
My heart is thrilled that this generation 
of future leaders is plugged in now, right 
here in the present, in leadership, service, 
and praise to God! 

So my praising God comes as no surprise.  
I invite you to praise the Lord today! 
Th ank Him for WHO HE IS and for all 
HE IS DOING. And join us in helping 
others engage with God! 

With awe, gratitude, wonder, and praise, 
Doug

DOUG’S NOTES



What does the next generation think about the Bible?  
A recent fi nding through Barna research gives us a hint.
Th ey were asked, “HOW MANY OWN A BIBLE AND 
READ IT REGULARLY?” Here were their answers:
 69% personally own a Bible. 
 44% read the Bible at least 3-4 times a year.
 25% read it at least once a week.
 3% read it daily. 
 53% say they wish they read the Bible more.  

I love that the ministry of Bible Drill helps kids and youth get such a broad exposure to the Bible. Th e end result for them is that they 
not only own a Bible, they know how to use it!  And they are taking steps to hide God’s Word in their hearts. Th is year I’ve noticed 
that some of the verses they are memorizing further confi rms to them the sacredness and the infallibility of the Word of God. 

I get excited to see a child step up and quote: “Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light on my path.” Or “Th e grass withers, 
the fl owers fade, but the word of our God remains forever.”

God has given us His word for a practical purpose in our lives. Last Friday night at our Book 66 and Youth Drill Extra they heard: 
Attention… 2 Timothy 3:16… start. A preteen steps forward and you hear: “All Scripture is inspired by God and is profi table for 
teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness.” And the hearts of all the adults in the room breathe a hearty 
Amen! If Barna surveyed the Bible Drillers from SABC, it would improve the stats! 

FromRick’sDesk
So you would like to begin giving online? 
Let me help you by showing you how to 
get started. First, go to sabc.org and look 
for the eGiving now available thumbnail 
picture. Click on that thumbnail and you 
will be directed to AccessACS and will see 
a sign in screen. If you have never given, 
then click below the sign in square where 
it says Need a login? Click here.

You will follow the directions to secure a 
login and if you have any problems, please 
call Cathy in the church offi  ce at 785-
8596. Generally, the problem has been 
with an incorrect email that the church 
has on fi le and Cathy is able to help with 
that when you call her. Once you have 
your login set up you are ready to continue 
setting up your giving online.  

When signed in, your home page will 
have categories like:  Home, Directories, 
Groups, Events, Giving. You can explore 

those areas as well as adding a picture to 
your profi le! To give, click Giving at the 
top and then click on Give Now to set 
up your giving. You will notice there is a 
rectangle to input your gift amount. Th e 
next line is to denote a One Time gift or 
to make it recurring. Th e fi nal line is the 
calendar to set the giving date.  

If you make the gift a recurring gift, 
then additional lines will appear to 
clearly outline when you desire the gift 
to be given on a recurring basis and 
when it would begin and when it would 
terminate. After fi lling that in, you’ll hit 
the continue button. You will be directed 
to the Funds category and will be given 
an option to give to Ministry Fund (tithe-
church related items) or Missions Fund 
(Global Outreach, Benevolence Center, 
Medical Clinic). After you enter your gift 
amount, an Optional Description box will 
appear for those times you desire to give to 

a specifi c need rather than normal giving.

Th e next screen will allow you to fi ll out 
the payment method (Credit/Debit Card/
Checking/Savings) and billing address. 
Be sure to check that you are not a robot! 
After completing this page, click continue. 
Th e next screen will give you a recap of 
your transaction and an opportunity to 
correct anything that is incorrect. When 
correct, hit Process Gift, and you’ll receive 
a receipt.   

Some do this same thing directly through 
their bank. Th ey have set things up for 
the bank to send a check or to transfer 
the funds through an ACH transfer. Th is 
enables you to give when you are out sick 
or on vacation, and the church benefi ts 
from having fewer ups and downs in 
giving, and is able to plan ministry more 
eff ectively. I hope that you’ll consider this 
method of giving.    



Church Family,
I just wanted to take my Lighthouse time this month to say 
thank you for investing in our college students! Th ey notice. 
Th ank you for giving to allow our ministry to do what the 
Lord is calling us to do. Th ank you for reaching out to a 
particular student and encouraging them. Th ank you for 
praying for them. Th ank you for modeling what it means to 
be a healthy and God-honoring Church. 

My heart is particularly full after spending a week with some 
of our college students and high school seniors at Passion 
Conference in Atlanta. Th is is a movement that has been 
working for 20 years to engage college Christians around the 
world. Th e goal for Passion has always been to show students 
the value of their time in college. Th at it is not a waiting  
ground, a purgatory of classes, if you will, where they are not 
children but not able to impact the world. Over the last eight 
years I have been a part of Passion, and I have seen college 
students impact their world. Th is year I was particularly 
grateful to Passion for focusing on the suff ering that will 
come to Believers, and the call of Christ for us to suff er well 
for His namesake. We were able to hear the Word preached 
from a pastor who lost his fi ve year old daughter on Christmas 
Eve and his testimony of how the Lord is using his experience 
to reach thousands of hurting people around the country. We 
heard from a husband and wife who have walked through 
a stroke that left the wife paralyzed and gave testimony to 
God’s faithfulness to teach them their reliance on Him and 
the beauty to be found in everyday life. 

Ultimately, we were all challenged with the reality that suff ering 
will come, and that God is sovereign over that suff ering. He 
has a plan for us to glorify Him through the trials that we will 

face, if we will only obey His Word and trust in His promises. 
I never would have thought that suff ering would be the theme 
of a conference for 55,000 college students. But it was. And 
it was life-changing.

As a part of this theme, the students were challenged to help 
alleviate the suff ering of children around the world living in 
poverty, particularly in the countries of El Salvador, Rwanda, 
and Tanzania. Students were challenged to commit to 
sponsoring a child through Compassion International. Well 
they did! So much so that Compassion ran out of children 
to give from those three countries. So they moved on to 
Indonesia, which they also completely sponsored. Over the 
course of those three days, over 7,000 children were brought 
out of poverty, off ered education, and most importantly, the 
Gospel. Th ese college students, learning about what it would 
mean to suff er, also learned fi rst-hand that they could help 
relieve suff ering for our worlds most vulnerable. Praise God 
for the faithfulness of 18 year olds. 

Praise God for you, Church. Without you, our students 
wouldn’t have been a part of what happened that week. Th ey 
may not have heard the preaching from God’s Word on how 
to suff er well. Th ey wouldn’t have heard the testimonies of 
God’s faithfulness through unimaginable diffi  culty. You were 
a part of that. You may not have known, but our students did. 
Th is is what happens when God’s people are faithful.  May we 
have more and more stories to tell of the great Grace of Christ 
poured out on us!

Grace and Peace,
Th omas

Do you use Amazon? Th en you can use Amazon and benefi t SABC as you do. All you need to do is to go to smile.amazon.com 
and sign up! Amazon will donate .5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to St. Andrew Baptist Church.

When shopping, begin at smile.amazon.com and you will see the exact same Amazon website you have always shopped on, but 
a portion of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases will go directly to SABC. You will see eligible products marked “Eligible for 
AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases and subscription renewals are 
not currently available.  

On your fi rst visit to AmazonSmile, you need to select a charitable organization (St. Andrew Baptist Church) before shopping. 
AmazonSmile will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a 
donation!  Nothing can be easier than that.  Your donation will be directed into the Ministry Fund at SABC to help us reach our 
2017 budget. Please consider signing up right away to begin helping us reach our goal!

LIVING IN “THE GAP”
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St. Andrew Baptist Church glorifi es God as 
we worship, equip, minister, fellowship, and 
share Christ at home and around the world. 

Th e Lighthouse is published every month by 
St. Andrew Baptist Church to keep members 
informed on news and events of the church.

Th e deadline to submit information for the 
next issue is Wednesday, Feb. 15, 2017.

Information & Change of Address:
St. Andrew Baptist Church
3010 West 15th Street
Panama City, FL 32401-1327
Offi  ce: (850) 785-8596
Fax: (850) 215-8579

www.sabc.org

 @sabc_pc

 Join our group on Facebook

Equipping Staff :

Michael Claunch, Senior Pastor
   mikeclaunch@sabc.org, (850) 596-3646

Rick Mitchell, Administration
   rickmitchell@sabc.org, (850) 381-2969

Doug White, Music & Worship
   dougwhite@sabc.org, (850) 527-8149

Jeremy Johnson, Adults & Evangelism
    jeremyjohnson@sabc.org, (850) 381-0041

Mark Bateman, Students
   markbateman@sabc.org (850) 258-0812

Karen Claunch, Children
   karenclaunch@sabc.org, (850) 258-1859

Sharon Urquhart, Preschool
   sharonurquhart@sabc.org, (850) 596-1791

Lynn Briley, Missions
   lynnbriley@sabc.org, (850) 258-3897

Th omas Gamble, College
   thomasgamble@sabc.org, (850) 630-5386

Morris Denman, Shut-ins
   morrisdenman@sabc.org, (850) 866-2474

Coming for Membership
By Baptism: Luke Wall, Lauren 
Wall, Carrie Joseph, Leslie Munson, 
Travis Munson, Edd Batt
By Letter: Kenneth Braswell, 
Nicolas Losito
By Statement: Jeff  Joseph, Daniel 
and Kelley Wall

Sympathy Is Extended To
Summer Himes and Jarod Griffi  n, 
family, and friends, in the passing of 
their grandmother, Clarycee Smith, 
on Dec. 3, in Panama City.

Brenda Giles, family, and friends, 
in the passing of her sister-in-law, 
Eleanor Wilson, on Dec. 5, in 
Pensacola, FL.

Michael Reid and Terry Morris, 
family, and friends, in the passing 
of Michael’s wife and Terry’s sister, 
Carla Reid, on Dec. 8, in Panama 
City.

Tiff any Scott, family, and friends, 
in the passing of her grandmother, 
Sonja Hover, on Jan. 18, in Panama 
City.

John and Nicole Crews, Jerrie 
Crews, family, and friends, in 
the passing of grandmother and 
mother-in-law, Carmelita Crews, on 
Jan. 21, in Panama City.

Buddy, Hannah-Grace, and Trinity 
Davis, family, and friends, in the 
passing of wife and mother, Sherri 
Davis, on Jan. 21, in Panama City.

Joan Potter and Suzanne Vann, 
family, and friends, in the passing 
of mother and grandmother, Annie 
Balkom, on Jan. 23, in Panama City.

Thank You Notes were 
received from: Rick and Jill 
Th ompson (Brazil Missionaries), 
Andrew and Alex Mooney family, 
Florida Baptist Children’s Home, 
Travis Lacy and Hope Remembered

Martha Lloyd Media Center
Th ese books have been added 
to the Media Center for your 
reading enjoyment: LOVE & 
RESPECT IN THE FAMILY by 
Dr. Emerson Eggerichs, SILENCE 
IN THE DARK by Patricia Bradley,  
TANGLED WEBS by Irene 
Hannon, CATCHING HEAT by 
Janice Cantore, and SEEK ME 
WITH ALL YOUR HEART by 
Beth Wiseman. Homeschool books 
are also available for check out. See 
you in the library!

Budget Information
As of January 26:
  YTD Budget Goal: $164,464.12
  YTD Received: $105,009.83
Global Outreach Budget:
  YTD Budget Goal: $26,611.32
  YTD Received: $8,500.00

Announcements
Congratulations to Steven and 
Abbie Adams on the birth of their 
son, River Laird. He was born 
on Dec. 5, weighing 6.8 lbs and 
was 19.5 inches long. River was 
welcomed home by big brother, Trey.

Did you know that this newsletter 
can be e-mailed to you? To sign 
up please send an e-mail to 
jenniferstrickland@sabc.org.
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