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Full belly, full fridge, and sappy, sticky, fi ngers. Th is 
tells me that another Th anksgiving season has come and 
gone and it’s formally Christmas Season! Th e tree is up, 
the decorations are coming out of the closets, and it’s 
offi  cially time to start celebrating the season around the 
birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

While Christmas is a special time for families, it can 
also be an equally important and memorable time 
for Church families. Th is year, St. Andrew is doing 
a number of special things to build connections with 
both our community and church family! For our church 
family, this is a time to remember the gift of Jesus, and 
build memories with those walking the Christian life 
along with us. For our community, we know that this 
is a time when more people are open to thinking and 
talking about who Jesus is to them. Because of that, we 
want to use every means possible to help them see the 
great love of Jesus and their great need for Him to save 
them. 

Th ere are 4 things that we hope to use to accomplish 
these two purposes this December:

1. Christmas Sermon Series and Advent Devotional 
Th is Sunday, Dec. 3, Bro. Mike will be starting 
a 5-week sermon series titled, “Th e Miracle of 
Christmas,” where we will look at the Miracle 
of Jesus’ coming through the lens of Isaiah, who 
prophesied about Jesus’ coming 800 years before He 
was born in Bethlehem. Advent Devotionals with 
content for all ages, specifi cally written by our staff  
to go along with “Th e Miracle of Christmas” series, 
will be included in each Sunday’s Worship Folder. 
Our hope is as you go through these devotionals 
each week with your family and friends, and refl ect 

upon what has been said in each sermon, it will 
keep our hearts fi xed upon how great Jesus is, and 
just how much it means for Him to come to earth 
to be our Emmanuel, God with us.

2. Bethlehem Morning A free event for children and 
their families, both for our church and community. 
Bethlehem Morning takes kids back to the town 
where Jesus was born and shows them a little bit 
of what it was like to live in that day. At the same 
time, Bethlehem morning takes time to teach kids 
WHY Jesus came just for them, and how they can 
have a relationship with Him. While kids are in 
Bethlehem they can: 
• Visit Joseph’s Carpenter Shop to make a wood 

craft.
• See and interact in the manger fi lled with live 

animals.
• Go to the Tapestry Shop and have their picture 

made in costume.
• Enjoy our “Jesus is Born!” Breakfast.
• Leave with a special gift to remember the day.

Bethlehem Morning will take place on Sunday, 
Dec. 10, from 9am-12pm, all around our church 
campus.

3. Th e 12th Day of Christmas is what we have called 
this year’s Christmas Musical. However, this isn’t 
like any other year. Th e fi rst thing you need to know 
is this event will be at the Marina Civic Center, 
Tuesday, Dec. 12 (Get it?!? 12th day of Christmas?!) 
at 7pm.
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THE MIRACLE OF CHRISTMAS
 
Sunday morning I will begin a new series for the month of December titled, “Th e Miracle of Christmas.”  What 
God did in sending His one and only Son to us and for us was a miracle in every respect.
 
Although exploring this miracle will take us to many of the books of the Bible, we will allow Isaiah to be our 
primary guide. Here is the plan:

Dec. 3 Th e Miracle Promised    Isa. 7:14
Dec. 10 Th e Miracle Given    Isa. 9
Dec. 17 Th e Miraculous Light    Isa. 25:9 & 49:6
Dec. 24 Th e Miraculous Substitution   Isa. 53
Dec. 31 Th e Miraculous Kingdom of Peace  Isa. 54

I am sure we would all agree that the world tries its best to take our attention from the Savior and the Miracle of 
Christmas. We cannot avoid the infl uence of so many things in our culture that would draw us away from where 
we desire our thoughts and heart to be, but we can be intentional in focusing our thoughts and meditations on 
the things of Christ.
 
I hope you will lead family and friends to join you as often as possible through this month. Use the opportunity 
given through these messages and from the other things our church is providing to help you this Christmas 
season. Bro. Th omas has written about many of these opportunities in his cover article. If you have not read it 
yet, please do so.

Th e Shepherd Loves the Sheep,
Bro. Mike

Shepherd’s Staff
To the Flock of God at St. Andrew Baptist Church

ON MISSION
Th at’s not all that is diff erent. Th is will not merely be a 
sit back and watch evening, as a portion of the program 
will involve audience participation in the singing, and even 
some instrumentation! Also, we are welcoming Lori Jean 
Smith, Disney Violinist, as our special guest that evening. 
Th is is a free event you don’t want to miss and is a great 
opportunity to invite your neighbors and friends to see what 
is happening at St. Andrew Baptist Church this Christmas!

4. Our Christmas Eve Service is always a special time of 
worship and family celebration as we gather to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus. Understanding all that goes on 
during the immediate days of Christmas, this will not 
be a full-length service, but is intended to be something 
the whole family can engage in and enjoy. We will sing 
songs about the birth of Jesus, hear a monologue about 

the birth of Jesus from the viewpoint of a character 
around the Christmas story (It’s a surprise!), and close 
with a candlelit singing of Silent Night. Th is is a yearly 
tradition your family will not want to miss!

Christmas is such a special time in the lives of families, but 
we also know how special it can be for churches who desire 
to honor Christ by getting His message out during the time 
of His birth. Th is year, our prayer is that your family will 
not only be involved in these Christmas events, but will be 
active in encouraging those around you to join in as well! 

Merry Christmas! 
Th omas



Discipleship Evangelism
Why do we have Lifechange 
Groups?

First, let us recognize that when 
Jesus began His ministry, He called 
12 disciples to live in community 
with Him. But did Jesus really need 
these 12 men to help Him? No. Jesus 
had no needs, but Jesus chose to love 
them, guide them, and pour Himself 
into relationship with them. And 
in so doing, Jesus created the fi rst 
“small group.” 

From the very beginning of the 
formation of the early church we 
see believers living together in 
community. Th ey did life together 
through communion, prayer, radical 
generosity, teaching, and fellowship. 
Th eir relationships with one another 
were critical to their pursuit of Jesus, 
their growth in Christ, and their 
Gospel witness. And so it is for us 
today.

In our church culture, many 
times small groups are seen as just 
another program. But I tell you 
emphatically, this is not the intent 
nor the purpose. Th e real goal is to 
create an atmosphere where we can 
be in community with one another. 
Not in an abstract or superfi cial 
way, but in a deep way that can be 
life changing. Hence, the name – 
Lifechange Groups.

Ultimately, it is impossible to build 
a biblical community without 
being intentional in building 
relationships with other believers. 
At St. Andrew Baptist Church, 
building relationships happens best 
in Lifechange Groups. For us, these 
groups are an important part of 
“being” the church, not just “doing” 
church. 

Our Lifechange Groups meet at 
9am on Sunday mornings and begin 
a new study on Acts 13-28 Dec. 3. 
If you are interested in connecting 
with other believers, contact me      
at jeremyjohnson@sabc.org or        
381-0041 and I will help you fi nd 
the right group for you. 

God bless,
Bro. Jeremy

2017 has been an incredible year. At the end of every year I stand in awe of all God has 
done and this year is no diff erent. It is hard to fully explain everything God has done 
in the lives of our youth, and in me. Th is year our youth went to the ends of the earth 
and back to share the gospel in East Asia and Mexico. In Mexico we had to split the 
group into two trips. We saw so many people come to faith in Jesus. Not just that but 
our own student’s hearts were turned for the nations. Our youth are starting to think 
globally. Th is has been a major goal for me as a youth pastor. I want youth to see outside 
of themselves to a world that Jesus died for. Not just to think global, but to pray global. 
It’s easy for our prayers to drift local rather than expanding globally. So many times we 
are forgetting to lift up the peoples of the world and to pray for God’s blessing to fall on 

them, and for His salvation to reach them, whether they live in Poland, Vietnam, Sudan, or Uzbekistan. Having youth 
live and pray global means they understand when Peter said, “I now realize how true it is that God does not show 
favoritism but accepts from every nation the one who fears Him and does what is right.” When students understand 
this, they are bold in their living and praying for all people to come to faith in Jesus. Th at is why we do everything we 
do. We want our youth sharing their faith here and around the world. May we all see, live, and pray global. I can’t wait 
for 2018! For the Nations! Bro. Mark



Bethlehem Morning brings joy for so many 
reasons!

Like you, I see the TV ads and the displays in the 
stores that highlight Santa and the commercial 
side of Christmas. From preschoolers to preteens 
the hearts of kids are inundated with this focus 
throughout the season. Th is is one reason we do 
Bethlehem Morning!

Bethlehem Morning Brings Joy Because:
• Th ere will be some kids who come to Bethlehem 

Morning that have never heard the biblical 
account of Jesus’ birth, and many others who have 
heard bits and pieces of the story! For our faithful 
kids at St. Andrew, it is another great opportunity 
to grow in their love for Jesus!

• We have a church family that realizes the 
importance of teaching these biblical truths to our 
kids in such an engaging way! 

• It is a beautiful picture of our church family in 
action!  Whether you are serving at the carpenter’s 
shop, the breakfast, the barnyard, the photo 
studio, guiding kids through each station, greeting 
or troubleshooting behind the scenes; together 
you are impacting the lives of kids for Christ!

Join in the Joy on 
Sunday, December 10!

FromRick’sDesk
A good friend has passed on and 
that type of major event causes you 
to stop and refl ect about the impact 
they had on your life, and then 
consider the impact that your life has 
on others. For some of my friends, 
they have recently had additions to 
their family, or they are expecting 
those additions to come anytime! 
Th at is another event that causes you 
to stop, pause, and consider how you 
can shape a life by the infl uence you 
wield. In my small group Bible study 
last Sunday, we talked about the 
impact sin/righteousness has on those 
generations that follow us. In recent 
days we’ve talked as a church about 
mentoring and the impact it can have 
in our church.

So, where do we begin? What do 
we need to do today that will leave 
a legacy tomorrow? What actions 
should we take today to ensure those 
following us will walk the right path? 

Brothers and Sisters, we need to 
model Christian behavior day in and 
day out, moment by moment for our 
children, their children, our friends, 
and those we hope to mentor one 
day.  

In similar fashion, we model behavior 
we want our children “to catch” 
from us. We want our children to be 
punctual, so we model punctuality 
before them. We know we can’t do 
that once or twice and expect them to 
learn how to be punctual. We know 
punctuality must become our lifestyle 
so our children will learn it from us. 
We model many things before our 
children – some good and some not 
as good, but our children are always 
learning from the ones who mean 
the most to them in their lives. Bro. 
Mike has spoken in the last few weeks 
about prayer, systematic study of the 
Bible, regular weekly participation 
in small group Bible study, and 

corporate worship. Are these things 
you are faithfully modeling to your 
children, friends, and ones who you 
wish to mentor one day? Or are you 
hoping that “do as I say and not as 
I do” will be eff ective in leaving an 
impact on the lives of others?  

We have all heard that our actions 
speak louder than our words, but 
it probably bears repeating here. 
Modeling prayer, Bible study, small 
group study, and corporate worship 
before our children and others are 
things that leave an impact which can 
be felt for generations to come. As we 
race to the end of 2017 and are staring 
at 2018, I pray we all feel a renewed 
commitment to Christian devotions 
that strengthen our daily walk and 
help us model right behavior to 
others as we look to make an impact 
for Christ in our homes, our church, 
our community, and our world.

h



Consider St. Andrew Baptist Church as you 
plan your End of Year Giving

2017 is slipping away and 2018 is rapidly approaching! 
Some have inquired about catching up their giving 
and some have expressed interest in making a planned 
year end gift to be credited to 2017 contributions. 
Presently, $465,470.20 is required to fully subscribe 
the 2017 budget of $2,179,149.26. If you have any 
questions, please don’t hesitate to call Bro. Rick or 
Cathy Buschmeyer in the church offi  ce.

To ensure the deductibility of your church 
contributions, please do not fi le your 2017 income tax 
until you have received a written acknowledgement of 

your contributions from the church. In compliance 
with IRS regulations, gifts received by mail must be 
both dated and postmarked in 2017 to be credited to 
your 2017 contributions. (Th ose gifts dated in 2017 
but postmarked in 2018 must be credited in 2018.)

To those IRA owners who turned 70 ½ this year and 
who must take distributions from their traditional IRAs 
each year, please consider St. Andrew Baptist Church 
as the recipient of your tax free gift (up to $100,000) 
this year. Th e tax free distribution can be made directly 
to St. Andrew, if you so desire. Speak with your tax 
consultant about this and other giving options.

MUSIC MINISTRY MOMENTS

THE 12TH DAY OF CHRISTMAS! WHY?
THE PROCESS
1. Church Unity. We are experiencing unity and joy as we prepare for this special event. Th ere is a revival in spirit. 

We are looking forward to this time of celebration as we worship the Savior at the Marina Civic Center. 
2. Church On Mission. Th is is an opportunity for St. Andrew to serve on a local mission project together! We need 

a strong visible and vocal witness!
3. Church Inviting. We need everyone’s help to get the word out. If we do - they will come. If we don’t - they won’t. 

Please take posters and tickets with you everywhere you go and get them into the community. Your involvement 
and impact is vital!

THE PRESENTATION
4. Awesome Opportunity. Th e Civic Center aff ords us 5 times the number of people who could be reached as 

opposed to our church building. Let’s make the most of this God-sent opportunity. Let’s pack it out! 
5. Th e Gospel. On Dec. 12, we could share Christ with 2500 people! Wow!
6. Church Visibility. An event like this naturally puts our church name into the community. We are praying this 

event will be a bridge to St. Andrew for many.

THE POSSIBILITIES
7. Salvations. Th ink how awesome it would be if you invited someone and they came to know the real reason for 

the season – JESUS! Th eir lives would be eternally changed. Th is would be the best gift they could ever receive!
8. Invitation to St. Andrew Baptist Church. We will be issuing an invite to our church for Sunday worship and to 

our Christmas Eve Service. How exciting it would be to get to know them and grow with them in Christ.

• It is exciting to see the talents and abilities God has placed at St. Andrew. 
• But equally important, the greatest ability is your availability, for God can only use your life if you choose to 

be available for Him. Can you worship? Can you sing? Can you join with others to lift Jesus high?
• Could God use your voice and your presence as a witness as together we showcase the Lord at the Marina 

Civic Center on Dec. 12? I’m praying so! 
~ Doug



Volume 131, Issue 11
St. Andrew Baptist Church glorifi es God as 
we worship, equip, minister, fellowship, and 
share Christ at home and around the world. 

Th e Lighthouse is published every month by 
St. Andrew Baptist Church to keep members 
informed on news and events of the church.

Th e deadline to submit information for the 
next issue is Wednesday, Dec. 20, 2017.

Information & Change of Address:
St. Andrew Baptist Church
3010 West 15th Street
Panama City, FL 32401-1327
Offi  ce: (850) 785-8596
Fax: (850) 215-8579

www.sabc.org

 twitter.com/sabc_pc

 Join our group on Facebook

                 standrewbc

Equipping Staff :

Michael Claunch, Senior Pastor
   mikeclaunch@sabc.org, (850) 596-3646

Rick Mitchell, Administration
   rickmitchell@sabc.org, (850) 381-2969

Doug White, Music & Worship
   dougwhite@sabc.org, (850) 527-8149

Jeremy Johnson, Adults & Evangelism
    jeremyjohnson@sabc.org, (850) 381-0041

Th omas Gamble, Missions & College
   thomasgamble@sabc.org, (850) 630-5386 

Mark Bateman, Students
   markbateman@sabc.org (850) 258-0812

Karen Claunch, Children
   karenclaunch@sabc.org, (850) 258-1859

Christie Mitchell, Preschool
   christiemitchell@sabc.org, (850) 348-0639

Morris Denman, Shut-ins
   morrisdenman@sabc.org, (850) 866-2474

Coming for Membership
By Baptism: Kyrie Padgett, Robert 
Goodwin, Jamie Marler
By Letter: Christie McClung, Tony 
and Debbie McClung
By Statement: Edson and Sunni 
Santos, Gene Modawell

Sympathy Is Extended To
Juanita Nichols, family, and 
friends, in the passing of her sister, 
Geraldine Hamilton, on Oct. 15, in 
Youngstown.

Chris Hyder, family, and friends, 
in the passing of his father, 
John Hyder, on Oct. 25, in 
McMinnville, TN.

Debbie McClung, family, and 
friends, in the passing of her father, 
George Spiller, on Oct. 27, in 
Panama City.

Mary Scoggins, family, and friends, 
in the passing of her son-in-law, 
Richard Jack, on Oct. 31, in 
Phoenix, AZ. 

Daniel Grubbs, family, and friends, 
in the passing of his grandmother, 
Mary Umland, on Nov. 6, in 
Pinson, AL.

Carol Garrison, family, and friends, 
in the passing of her husband, 
Gary, on Nov. 20, in Panama City. 

Family and friends of Ruth Caswell 
who passed away on Nov. 23, in 
Panama City.

Frank Bowling, family, and friends, 
in the passing of his wife, Jeanie, on 
Nov. 24, in Panama City Beach.

Collette Jones, family, and friends, 
in the passing of her mother, Mary 
McGrew, on Nov. 26, in Gulf 
Breeze, FL.

Jaymie Christmas, family, and 
friends, in the passing of her 
mother, Joann Jackson, on Nov. 28, 
in Panama City.

Martha Lloyd Media Center
Th ese books are new to the 
Center: MISSING by Lisa Harris, 
THE PROMISE OF DAWN 
by Lauraine Snelling, SUNSET 
IN OLD SAVANNAH by Mary 
Ellis, and ANOTHER DAY 
ANOTHER DALI by Sandra 
Orchard. Homeschool books are 
also available for check out. See you 
in the library!

Budget Information
As of November 30:
  YTD Budget Goal: $1,973,569.44
  YTD Received: $1,713,675.06
Global Outreach Budget:
  YTD Budget Goal: $303,577.44
  YTD Received: $210,563.70

Announcements
Congratulations to Mark and Kim 
Bateman on the birth of their son, 
Judah James, on Nov. 8. Judah 
weighed 8 lbs, 3 oz and was 20 
inches long.

Did you know that this newsletter 
can be emailed to you? To sign 
up please send an email to 
jenniferstrickland@sabc.org.

PostingBoard
News & Information


