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A FAITH THAT WORKS 

(A Study of the Book of James) 

Winning the Ever Raging Battle 

TEXT:  James 1:12-16 

INTRODUCTION: It is good to be back with you after a whirlwind trip to Brazil to preach 
the Installation Service last Saturday night of our partner in missions there, Pr. Geraldo 
Gomes, and then to preach in his church on Sunday morning.  While  you were gathering 
last week for Lifechange Groups, I was finishing my message to them entitled “Os 
Desafios de Ser uma Igreja de Atos 1:8”  which in translation is “The Challenges of Being 
an Acts 1:8 Church.” 

I found Pr. Geraldo´s new church to be a wonderful church running about 300 in 
attendance who were warm and friendly, well organized, strong lay leadership, and I 
believe very responsive to becoming engaged in missions and will potentially become a 
strong partner with us in the church planting work God has given us in that part of the 
world. 

I want to say thank you 

 To you, SABC, for your being an Acts 1:8 church and allowing me the privilege of 
being directly engaged in mission work while still being your pastor. 

 To Bro. Thomas and the rest of the staff whose same heart and willingness to do 
whatever ministry needs to be done helps me to be gone on mission when needed. 

But I am always glad to come home to my bride, my family, and to you, my church.  Even 
when I am gone for a short time, I miss you. 

This morning we continue in the Book of James, chapter 1 beginning in verse 12.  The 
title for my message today is “Winning the Ever Raging Battle.”  Stand with me to read 
what the battle is and God´s instructions for the winning of it. 

James 1:12–16  

12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will 
receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.  

13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be 
tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.  

14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.  

15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, 
brings forth death.  
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16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.  

The first three of these five verses clearly identify the battle: 

James 1:12–14  

12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will 
receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.  

13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be 
tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.  

14 But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed.  

The battle is the battle of temptation – 

 the enticement to sin 

 the enticement to do wrong 

 the enticement to disobey God 

And lest any of us be tempted to say, “That battle does not really rage often or fiercely in 
my life,” rather than take the time to walk you through each of the Ten Commandments, 
let me only remind you of the two commandments Jesus said were the most important of 
all. 

Matthew 22:37–39  

37 Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.’  

38 This is the first and great commandment.  

39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  

So, what about the first commandment? 

Love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. 

How´s that working for you? 

Every minute of every day, having all of your heart and soul, and every thought of your 
mind fully devoted to the worship, love, and service of the Almighty God. 

Tell me.  Raise your hands.  Who out there has mastered that one, because I need to get 
with you and sit at your feet and learn from you, because frankly I´m still in a battle with 
that one. 

 I still wrestle with this ole flesh of mine that wants to eat more than it needs. 

 I still fight with wanting to make this flesh comfortable rather than sacrificing 
comfort for the sake of advancing the Kingdom of God. 

 I still battle with enticements to selfish thinking rather than godly thinking. 
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And, man, I hate to admit it, but I don´t do any better with number two.  In fact, I may even 
do worse. 
 
You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
 
That commandment is so simple I don´t even have to study it to understand it.  I don´t 
even have to look up the Greek to get what Jesus is saying.  The problem is that I 
understand it a lot better than I do it. 
 
It´s a battle for me. 

 Now, you know, I´m pretty much a people person.  I like people.  I find people 
pretty easy to love.  For the most part, I can overlook the flaws and just love a lot of 
folks, 

But 

 I have to admit, I struggle because I still find that some people are a lot easier to 
love than others. 

 But the others, the ones I struggle to love, are still my neighbors. 

 And who do I love as much as I love ole number 1?  Who do I love like I love 
myself, and would do anything and everything for them that I would do for myself? 

 Well, there are people like that.  But I confess the list isn´t as long as it ought to be. 
 

How about you? 
This loving everybody else as much as you love yourself, how´s that working for you? 
 
It´s a battle for me. 
 

 So, am I the only one for who the battle rages? 

 Am I the only one tempted to love other things more than I love the God who made 
me? 

 Am I the only one tempted to keep on loving myself more than I am loving others? 

Maybe, but I doubt it.  I think there are some of you out there that battle with temptations 
just like I do.  And you know, we´ve only just thought for a moment about the first and 
second commandment.  There´s a lot more instruction here in this Book than just those 
two commands, as all encompassing as they are. 

So if the battle with temptation to sin, disobey God, to do what is wrong instead of what is 
right is a battle you still have to fight, would you hang in there with me for the next hour 
and let´s see what God says about winning this battle. 

Oh.h.h.  I haven´t seen some of your eyes open that wide on Sunday morning in a long 
time!  No, it won´t take an hour.  Just look at five verses with me. 

I´m going to save verse 12 for last and start with verse 13 and let´s see  
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How to Win the Battle with Temptation 

James 1:13   Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot 
be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone.  

1. GIVE UP THE EXCUSES. 
 Now you may say, “Hey, I´ve never blamed temptation on God.”  I may have said, 

“The devil made me do it, but I never said God made me do it.” 

 And most of us would not say that.  At least we would not say it that way.  Our 
minds are more subtle than that.   

 But sometimes when we surrendered to temptation we might say, 
o “That´s just the way God made me.  That´s just a weakness in me.” 
o “God just didn´t make me as strong in that way as others.” 

 Ultimately, it´s the same thing.  I´m not responsible.  God made me the way I am.   

 I cannot help it. 

And dear brother, dear sister, as long as that is your response to losing whatever 
battle you may fight with temptation, you will never win the battle. 

There are some basic truths of God´s Word that you need to know.  And frankly, if you 
don´t know these, it´s your fault.  The Bible is available all over this nation, and you 
are free to read it.  But let me remind you of these basic truths that are essential to 
help you if you are prone to making excuses for losing the battle with temptation. 

 GOD DID NOT CREATE EVIL. GOD CREATED CHOICE. 
o Evil first began when Lucifer chose to disobey God. 
o Evil entered the world when Eve chose to disobey God. 
o Evil entered the human race when Adam disobeyed God. 
o You inherited a human nature disposed to evil from your parents and ancestors 

dating all the way back to Adam and Eve. 
o Evil began to enslave your life and mine the moment we came of an age to 

recognize the choice between right and wrong and chose to do wrong. 
o And now, those who are saved, are no longer enslaved to sin and evil, but are 

given the power to chose right over wrong. 
o God prevents any temptation that is too strong for us to resist. 
o God makes a way for us to escape from every temptation that comes our way. 
o If you are not saved, you can be. 
o Therefore, dear friend, as Paul says to the Romans, “You are without 

excuse.” 

James 1:14   But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and 
enticed.  

2. RECOGNIZE THE REAL PROBLEM. 
 The problem is not the way God made us. 

 The problem is not even the temptation that comes from the devil or his 
demons. 

 The problem is OUR DESIRES. 
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o Not all desires are bad.  The word here translated desire is used to refer to both 
good and bad desires, both godly and unrighteous desires. 

o The desires that are the problem are the desires that draw us away. 
o The desires that lead to our defeat are the desires that entice us. 

 We need to do a checkup on our desires. 
 Make a list on your smart phone, your tablet, piece of paper of what you 

want, what you like, what you desire. 
 Ok, right now, I want lunch!  Write it down. 
 I like to read, play golf, go shopping, play video games, do facebook, work 

out, travel, surf the net, go fishing, watch football, see movies,  
 Then test each desire. 

 Does the desire draw you away from worshipping, loving, or 
serving God? 

 Does the desire entice you to sin? To disobey God? 
 Let me take a hypothetical that probably is not on anybody´s list:  My 

desire is for my family to be the world champions at Checkers.   
 The question is not “Is checkers bad?”   
 The question is not “Is checkers a sin?” 
 The question is “Is what I am doing to help my family be the world 

champions of checkers 
 Drawing me away from God or toward God? 
 Enticing me to disobey God and sin? 
 So if all the checkers tournaments hinder your regular worship or 

service to God, that desire is drawing you away. 
 If studying all the checkers strategies you need to master prevent you 

from hiding God´s Word in your heart, your desire is enticing you to 
disobey God and sin. 

The reason so many Christians regularly lose the battle with temptation is 
because they have, and nurture, and seek to fulfill desires that 

 Draw them away from the Lord 
 Entice them to sin 
 

And when you start applying that test to your desires instead of to the checkers 
championship, you may not like the results, but you remember that what we have here 
is not the word or evaluation of Mike Claunch.  We have here the Word of God! 
James 1:14   But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires 
and enticed. 

James 1:15   Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is 
full-grown, brings forth death.  

3. COUNT THE COST. 
when desire has conceived – When we fertilize the seed of desire  

 With our thoughts 

 With our conversations 

 With our fantasies 
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it gives birth to sin; and sin – We do things to fulfill the desire that draw us away 
and entice us. 

 We disobey God.  We sin against God. 
 

sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death – Sin brings death – separation 

 Separation from God´s purpose for our lives 

 Separation in relationships 

 Separation in fellowship with God 

 And if we are not saved through faith in Christ, ultimately eternal 
separation from God Himself. 

James 1:16   Do not be deceived, my beloved brethren.  

4. DON´T LET ANYTHING TALK YOU OUT OF THE ABOVE. 

James 1:12   Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been 
approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who 
love Him. 

5. TASTE THE BLESSING GOD HAS FOR THOSE WHO WIN THE 
BATTLES. 

 
Blessing – the same word Jesus used in the Beatitudes.  “Oh how happy” 
Just try it out.  Test your desires.  You find one that is drawing you away and enticing 
you to sin.  Quit focusing on that desire or find ways to fulfill it that do not draw you 
away or entice you to sin. 
 
That’s what it means to endure temptation – to not yield – to stand fast.  Do it for a 
season and you will find in your enduring a great happiness, a great satisfaction.  It 
will not be loss but gain. 

 


