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KNOWING GOD … better 

The Personal Name for God     

Text:  Ex. 3:6-15  

INTRODUCTION: As we began our study in an effort to know God better, we began by 
considering the foundational name of God first presented in the Scriptures: Genesis 1:1 
declares, “In the beginning, Elohim created the heavens and the earth.” That foundational 
name revealed that God is the triune, sovereign, creator God.  It was primarily by this name 
that the patriarchs from Adam to Moses knew God.  We miss in reading the English text what is 
obvious in the Hebrew, that, in fact, God often called Himself the Elohim of Abraham, the 
Elohim of Isaac, and the Elohim of Jacob. 

Elohim is a name of sovereignty and power, and rightly so;  

• For there is no one who is sovereign like God.   

• There is no one with the power of God.   

But the emphasis on His sovereignty and power might make one think of God as distant 
and unreachable.  But in the revelation of the name that we will examine this morning, God 
demonstrates that it is not so.   

God is the one and only, triune, creator God who reigns in sovereignty and power; but He 
is not at all distant, and He is more than reachable.   

This truth reminds me of the story of a little boy who was confronted by his science teacher in 
class.  The teacher was trying to impress the class with the vastness of space and the 
incalculable number of the stars.  And then he asked, “And how do you suppose they all got 
there?”  The young lad raised his hand eagerly and said, “My God put them there!” 

“Your God put them there?” the teacher responded.  “My child, if you could comprehend how far 
the outer reaches of space extend, and if you knew how many stars were truly in the heavens, 
you would know that any god who tended to all the stars of the universe would certainly have no 
time for you!” 

To which the boy innocently replied, “But sir.  If you understood how great and awesome my God 
is, you would know that He can take care of all the stars in the blinking of an eye, and have all the 
rest of His time for me.” 

That is the truth communicated by these two names together.   

• The one, Elohim, tells us of God great and mighty.   

• The second name tells us of God accessible and near. 
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Today we have the privilege of looking at the personal name for God.   

It was in God´s call of Moses to lead the children of Israel out of their bondage as slaves in Egypt 
that God revealed the significance of the personal name of God to His people and thereby to us.  
Let us read the story.   

Exodus 3:1–15 NKJV   1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest 
of Midian. And he led the flock to the back of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of 
God. 2 And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush. So 
he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not consumed. 3 Then 
Moses said, “I will now turn aside and see this great sight, why the bush does not burn.”  

4 So when the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of the 
bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” 5 Then He said, “Do not draw near this 
place. Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground.” 6 Moreover 
He said, “I am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God.  

7 And the LORD said: “I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt, and 
have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I know their sorrows. 8 So I have come 
down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a 
good and large land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the 
Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites. 9 Now therefore, 
behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to Me, and I have also seen the oppression with 
which the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come now, therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh that 
you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.”  

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the 
children of Israel out of Egypt?” 12 So He said, “I will certainly be with you. And this shall be a 
sign to you that I have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve 
God on this mountain.” 13 Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I come to the children of 
Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What 
is His name?’ what shall I say to them?” 14 And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And 
He said, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ” 15 
Moreover God said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: ‘The LORD God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This 
is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations.’  

The personal name of God is ה    .or in English, YHWH, usually pronounced Yahweh יהו ָ֔

In the old King James Translation, YHWH is translated as Jehovah or as LORD. 

In the KJV, NKJV, ESV, Holman, NIV and many other translations, whenever you see LORD 
written in all caps, the Hebrew is Yahweh, the personal name of God.  Unfortunately, almost 
no modern translations offer the proper transliteration of the divine personal name of God.  And 
while the KJV uses the name Jehovah a few times, most of the time it reverts to the substitute of 
the word LORD.  Only three English translations consistently use the name Jehovah to represent 
the inspired name Yahweh: The American Standard Version (but not the New American 
Standard), Young’s literal translation, and Darby’s translation. 
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You may be wondering How the Hebrew “Yahweh” got translated into “Jehovah?”   

The reason behind it is the merging of two traditions in a fascinating way. 

1. The first tradition was that originally, the Hebrew was written with consonants only.  
There were no vowels.  If English were written this way, it would look like this. 

Hw hrd s ths t rd?  

You never knew you liked vowels so much. 

How hard is this to read? 

You may wonder how they did it.  They remembered the vowel sounds that went with 
certain combinations of consonants, governed by the context. 

Actually, we do something similar.  Sing this. 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound. 

How did you do that?  There’s no music written here.  You have memorized the sounds 
that go with this combination of words in this context.  They did that with their whole 
language.  The Old Testament was written like that, in Hebrew consonants - no vowels. 

If our English Bible were written this way it would begin like this: 

N th bgnnng Gd crtd th hvns nd th rth. 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

2. The second tradition was that the personal name of God was considered to be so 
sacred by the Hebrews that they would not speak it aloud.  So when they were 
reading the Scripture and they came to the name “Yahweh,” they pronounced the word 
“adonai” instead, which means Lord. 

These two traditions came together when some Jewish scholars produced what is called 
the Massoretic text of the Old Testament around 1100 A.D.  They decided to add some 
marks to the Hebrew, primarily dots with a few lines below the consonants, to serve as 
vowels, lest the proper pronunciation of the words be lost over time.  They called the 
marks vowel points. 

Genesis 1:1 as originally written without vowels 

הּׁשמים ואת ּבראׁשית ּברא אלהים את  
 הארץ׃ 

Genesis 1:1 with vowels added by the Massoretes. 
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ת   ֵאֵ֥ ִים וְּ ַמִׁ֖ ת ַהּׁש  ים ֵאֵ֥ א ֱאֹלִהִ֑ ָ֣ ר  ית ּב  ֵראִׁשִׁ֖ ּבְּ
ֶרץ׃  ָֽ א   ה 

When they came to the personal name of God, Yahweh, 

they wrote the consonants for “Yahweh,” YHWH,  

but they wrote the vowel points for “adonai” to remind the reader to say “adonai” 
instead of “Yahweh.”   

They even had a special name for this practice.  It was called “kethive kere” which means 
“written one way, read another.” 

When the King James translators came along 500 years later, they just transliterated each 
letter, consonants and vowels together.   

The Y became a J and the W a V.  The result was “Jehovah,” 

the consonants coming from “Yahweh” but the vowels coming from “adonai.” 

Now because of that, I generally use the pronunciation closer to the Hebrew text: Yahweh.  But 
that does not keep me from singing songs like “Jehovah Jireh” in praise to the Lord. 

But whether you use the traditional pronunciation “Jehovah” or the more technically correct 
“Yahweh,” of much greater significance is the meaning of this the personal name of God. 

What does the personal name of God reveal about Himself? 

I. THE NAME YAHWEH REVEALS THAT GOD IS SELF-SUFFICIENT.  

Exodus 3:14 NKJV   And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall 
say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ”  

A. The name Yahweh is taken from the Hebrew verb “to be.”   

B. The best translation is “I AM.” 

C. The name speaks of God’s self-existence.  He is the only one or thing in existence that 
was not created. 

D. He is the only one or thing whose continued existence is not dependent upon anyone else. 

E. God needs no one. God needs nothing.   

F. This does not mean God has no desires. He desires all men to be saved. 

G. But nothing can diminish God. If a person chooses to ignore God´s mercy and rejects 
His salvation, it does not diminish God. 



19-10-13    KNOWING GOD … better                    Page                                  of 8 
 

5 

H. He is the great “I AM.” 

I. Remember, this is Elohim, the Triune God, who says, “My name is I AM.”  

John 8:58 NKJV   Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I 
AM.” 

Folks, this truth is of daily significance to each of us. Our God, Father, Son, or Holy Spirit is 
the al- powerful God who never needs anything Himself but is always ready to supply our 
needs out of His riches in glory. 

II. THE NAME YAHWEH REVEALS THAT GOD IS ALWAYS THE SAME.   

Exodus 3:14 NKJV   And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall 
say to the children of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ”  

A. “I AM WHO I AM” means God never changes. He just always is. 

B. “I AM WHO I AM” can be translated “I SHALL CONTINUE TO BE WHAT I HAVE 
ALWAYS BEEN.” 

C. We can count on the consistency of the character of God. 

1. He is always holy. 

2. He is always just. 

3. He is always loving. 

4. He is always merciful. 

5. He always hears our prayers. 

D. He is Yahweh, the God who never changes. 

This also impacts our daily fellowship with the Lord.  Isn´t it great that you cannot call upon 
God and your request lands before Heaven´s throne on a bad day.  I know I´m not like 
that.  There have probably been plenty of times, Karen has waited to tell or ask me 
something because she could tell the time was not right. 

But with God, you do not have to see if it´s a good time or if God is in a good mood.  He 
never changes.  He always loves us!  He is always ready for us to cast our cares upon 
Him because He cares for us!  ALWAYS! 

III. THE NAME YAHWEH REVEALS THAT GOD IS ALWAYS PRESENT WITH 
HIS PEOPLE.   

A. God was present with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.   
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Exodus 3:6 NKJV   Moreover He said, “I am the God of your father—the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look 
upon God. 

B. God was present with the people of Israel in their slavery.   

Exodus 3:7 NKJV   And the LORD said: “I have surely seen the oppression of My people 
who are in Egypt, and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters, for I know their 
sorrows. 

Some are feeling despair because it has been a year since the hurricane and so much is 
still broken. YHWH God knows! YHWH God cares! YHWH God is with us! 

C. God is with them now and is in the midst of delivering them from bondage.   

Exodus 3:8a NKJV   So I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the 
Egyptians, 

D. God is going to be with them in the future as He brings them into the Promised Land.   

Exodus 3:8b NKJV   and to bring them up from that land to a good and large land, to a 
land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the 
Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites. 

E. This is a personal promise to people of faith, not a generic promise to all the people 
of the world. 

1. “Yea, though I walk through the valley… Thou art with me” is preceded by “The 
Lord is my shepherd.” 

Hebrews 13:5 NKJV   Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such 
things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 

2. This was written to those who have come to God through faith in Christ. 

IV. THE NAME YAHWEH REVEALS THAT GOD IS THE GOD OF REDEMPTION. 

A. It is not coincidence that God reveals His personal name as He declares His intention to 
redeem His people from their bondage.   

Exodus 3:8a NKJV   So I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the 
Egyptians, 

B. In fact, Yahweh makes the redemption of His people the “trademark” by which His 
name is to be remembered.    

Let me read to you Exodus 6:7-8 with the names for God distinguished as they are in the 
Hebrew text. 

‘I will take you as My people, and I will be your Elohim. Then you shall know 
that I am YAHWEH your Elohim who brings you out from under the burdens 
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of the Egyptians.  And I will bring you into the land which I swore to give to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and I will give it to you as a heritage: I am 
YAHWEH.’ ” 

C. Yahweh is still the God of redemption.   

1. The Hebrew name for Jesus is Yeshua.   

2. It means “Yahweh is salvation.”   

3. Jesus brought the redemption of Yahweh to this earth by way of the cross. 

CONCLUSION:  All that the name Yahweh meant in the days of Moses, it means today.  God 
says of His personal name Yahweh, “This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to 
all generations.” (Ex. 3:15b) He will be the same all-sufficient, never-changing, ever-
present, redemptive God to each of us, if we will trust in Him through faith in Jesus Christ.    


