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KNOWING GOD … better  

The Exalted Names of God     

Text:  Rev. 11:16-17  

INTRODUCTION: One of the ways we get to know God better is by learning about His 
names.  I have always found names to be interesting.  For many years I have done 
baby dedications in which I have explained the meaning of the baby’s name.  It is 
precious sharing with young parents in committing themselves to bring up their child in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord and explain that the name of their child means 
“God’s special promise” or “Champion for Christ.”  However, one day I had a couple 
schedule a baby dedication and when I looked up the meaning of the little boy’s first and 
middle name, it meant, no kidding, “Crooked Nose Badger.” And no, I will not tell you 
what name means that because there are people in our church you could use it against! 

You see, in our culture, name meanings are not always significant.  A couple 
may well name their child without giving any consideration to what the names mean.  
After all, one of our famous English poets, Shakespeare, wrote, “A rose by any other 
name would smell as sweet.”    

Remembering names is also sometimes a problem for many of us.  Two older 
ladies were talking, and one said quite honestly, “I don’t remember your name? What is 
it?”  To which the other one responded, “ ... How soon do you need to know?”  

 But in the Bible, names are often significant and carry great meaning.  But in all 
the Scriptures no name has more significance than the names of God.  Listen to the 
Levites of old as recorded in the book of Nehemiah:   

Nehemiah 9:5-7 NKJV   5 And the Levites … said: “Stand up and bless the 
LORD your God Forever and ever! “Blessed be Your glorious name, Which is 
exalted above all blessing and praise! 6 You alone are the LORD; You have 
made heaven, The heaven of heavens, with all their host, The earth and 
everything on it, The seas and all that is in them, And You preserve them all. The 
host of heaven worships You. 7 You are the LORD God ….  

I hope now that you recognize these two names of God here combined. The one 
translated simply “God” is Elohim: The Sovereign, Triune, Creator God.  The other, 
translated LORD, is the personal name of God, Yahweh – LORD – The Self-
Sufficient, Never-Changing, God of Redemption, who is always present with His 
people.      

The Levites of Nehemiah´s time said God´s glorious name is exalted. Folks, if we do not 
know God as the Highly Exalted One, we indeed need to know God better.  This 
morning we will look at some of the exalted names of God.  The first is the name used 
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by the twenty-four elders who sit on thrones before the throne of God as they offer 
praise and thanksgiving to the Lord. 

Revelation 11:16-17 NKJV   16 And the twenty-four elders who sat before God on their 
thrones fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying: "We give You thanks, O Lord 
God Almighty, The One who is and who was and who is to come, Because You have 
taken Your great power and reigned. 

To move forward, we must first move back a bit, for the first of the exalted names of 
God is a combination of two of the principal names we have already examined: 
Elohim and Yahweh.  But while each of these names for God is used extensively in the 
Scriptures individually, they are used together more than 500 times. 

I. YAHWEH ELOHIM - LORD GOD - The Creator who is in contact and 
cares. 

A. It was the LORD God who made man in God´s own image. 

Genesis 2:7 NKJV   And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living 
being. 

The word “formed” is the Hebrew yasar and is different from the Hebrew word 
bara which means “created.” 

Bara means to call into existence out of nothing.  God speaks and it appears. 

Yasar means to shape using materials already in existence.   

The Lord God used the materials He called into existence (the earth) on day 1 of 
creation week to form the animals earlier on day 6, but Genesis 1 and 2 makes it 
clear that God was intimately involved in making the very first man and the first 
woman.  God took the dust of the ground, the material He had called into 
existence and He formed the man, making Him in God´s own image and after the 
likeness of the Creator. 

B. Then the LORD God breathed into his man´s nostrils the breath of life and gave 
man a spirit.  God is spirit, and He had not given a spirit to any of the rest of His 
earthly creations, not to the rocks, not to the plants, not even to the animals.  
Only man was created in the image of God and had a spirit with which man 
could commune with God. 

Then the Lord God took a portion of the man He formed and “built” a woman, 
again a different verb, bana, but with the same implications.  She was 
“handmade!”  And like the man from which she was made, she too had a spirit 
and was in the image and likeness of God Himself. 
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Adam and Eve were special.  They alone were created to live forever in 
fellowship with God.  One day this earth with all its grandeur and beauty will melt 
in fervent heat and be replaced by the new earth.  The most gorgeous of the 
plants with their elegant blossoms will utterly perish.  Even the most noble and 
beautiful of the animals living upon the earth will pass away to be replaced by 
others to live eternally in the Kingdom of God. 

But God made Adam and Eve to personally pass through all of that and to live 
in relationship and harmony with the Lord God forever! 

Now you and I did not have our bodies personally formed by the hands of God, 
nor did His lips breathe life and spirit into us. God designed a means so that 
those things that make us different from all the rest of what God made could be 
continued with each of us. 

So as each of us were formed by the miraculous processes designed by the Lord 
God in our mother´s womb, we were being created for eternity.  We were being 
made to live with God in the new heaven and the new earth forever and forever! 

That is the way the Lord God made us. 

Oh dear friend, don´t just sit there silently!  Join the Levites of old who said 

“Blessed be Your glorious name, … You are the LORD God  Give God glory! 

LORD God, You made all that is and You made me so that I could live forever 
with You! 

And when sin blocked the way for Adam and Eve and all of us who descended 
from them to live forever with God as He intended, the LORD God stepped in 
personally again! 

It was the LORD God who took Abram from Ur and entered into the covenant 
with him that resulted in Christ coming to die for our sins upon the cross and to 
provide a way for us to be cleansed and still live with God for all eternity. 

C. Folks, what I want us to see is that the Lord God whom the elders exalt around 
His heavenly throne is the Lord God who personally made us and who personally 
has died upon the cross to forgive us and offer us the gift of eternal life. 

D. He is the God who touches us at our point of greatest need and cares about us! 

E. So, when you are in a time of need and your soul longs to cry out to God, 
remember that He has said He is Yahweh Elohim, the LORD God, who is the all-
powerful creator who cares about you, His creation. 

And that we might have full confidence in Him, and call upon Him in the times of our 
greatest need, Yahweh Elohim, the LORD God has further revealed His name to be… 
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II. EL SHADDAI - GOD ALMIGHTY 

A. He is the God who does the impossible.  

Genesis 17:1–2 NKJV   1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD 
appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am Almighty God; walk before Me and be 
blameless. 2 And I will make My covenant between Me and you, and will multiply 
you exceedingly.”    

1. This name reveals that the God who is self-sufficient is all-sufficient. 

2. His sufficiency is best revealed through our weaknesses and 
insufficiencies.  (Abraham was 99; Sarah 89) 

3. Paul gave the same testimony.    

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 NKJV   9 And He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for 
you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness." Therefore most gladly I 
will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 
10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in 
persecutions, in distresses, for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I am 
strong. 

B. He is the God who keeps His promises.   

Genesis 35:9-11 NKJV   9 Then God appeared to Jacob again, when he came 
from Padan Aram, and blessed him. 10 And God said to him, "Your name is 
Jacob; your name shall not be called Jacob anymore, but Israel shall be your 
name." So He called his name Israel. 11 Also God said to him: "I am God 
Almighty. Be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall 
proceed from you, and kings shall come from your body. 

C. He is the Almighty God who will keep His promises to you.   

2 Corinthians 6:18 NKJV   "I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons 
and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty." 

He is the God who will do exceedingly, abundantly more than we ask or think! 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers them out of them 
all! 

Weeping endures for the night, but joy comes in the morning! 

D. Revelation reveals that in heaven, these two exalted names of God, LORD God 
and God Almighty are joined together, and the One on heaven´s throne is called 
the Lord God Almighty. First by the four living creatures before God´s throne,  
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 Revelation 4:8 NKJV   The four living creatures, each having six wings, were full 
of eyes around and within. And they do not rest day or night, saying: "Holy, holy, 
holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was and is and is to come!" 

Then by the twenty-four elders 

Revelation 11:16–17 NKJV   16 And the twenty-four elders who sat before God 
on their thrones fell on their faces and worshiped God, 17 saying: “We give You 
thanks, O Lord God Almighty, The One who is and who was and who is to 
come, Because You have taken Your great power and reigned.  

Folks, we sing with heaven when we sing, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! 

III. EL ELYON - GOD MOST HIGH 

A. The God at the top 

1. El - a general name for God, misappropriated by pagans for their false 
gods 

2. Elohim - the name of the God of the Hebrews, the triune, Creator God 

3. El Elyon - was used by both 

• for pagans, the God who rules over all the gods  

• for believers, the one true God who reigns over all things - God Most 
High 

B. The Sovereign Lord  

1. To believers - as revealed in the story of Joseph  

Genesis 45:5, 7-8 NKJV   5 But now, do not therefore be grieved or angry 
with yourselves because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to 
preserve life. 7 And God sent me before you to preserve a posterity for you in 
the earth, and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 8 So now it was not 
you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh, 
and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt. 

Genesis 50:20 NKJV   But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God 
meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many 
people alive. 

Romans 8:28 NKJV   And we know that all things work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 

2. To unbelievers - as revealed to Nebuchadnezzar 
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Daniel 4:34-35 NKJV   34 And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted 
my eyes to heaven, and my understanding returned to me; and I blessed the 
Most High and praised and honored Him who lives forever: For His dominion 
is an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom is from generation to generation. 
35 All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He does according 
to His will in the army of heaven And among the inhabitants of the earth. No 
one can restrain His hand Or say to Him, "What have You done?" 

Another way to explain the meaning of this name, El Elyon, God Most High, is to say 
that it means the One in charge, The Boss, The One in control.  And this name is very 
important because in order for us to be saved, we have to come to the place that we 
understand that Jesus is the God Who Is In Charge.  Usually we express that by saying 
“Jesus is Lord.”  Jesus is the Master.  Remember Romans 10:9 NKJV    that if you 
confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised 
Him from the dead, you will be saved. 

When we trust Jesus, we must not only believe in our heart that He died for us 
and rose from the dead, but we must confess Him as Lord.  That means that we 
trust Him to be the Master of our life.  We trust Him to be the boss, the one in control of 
our lives.  Therefore we commit to obey Him, because Jesus is the Sovereign Lord. 

That is why when we trust Him and pray to ask Him to come into our life, we then make 
a public profession of our faith.  Because Jesus told us to confess Him before men.  
So, since He is the Sovereign Lord, we obey Him and honor Him by walking down 
the aisle and standing at the front so that everyone knows that Jesus is Lord of our life. 
That is why we share with others that we have trusted Jesus. 

That is also why we follow Him in baptism.  Baptism does not save us, but it is a step 
of obedience.  We are baptized because Jesus was baptized and because He tells us to 
be baptized as a testimony that we believe He died, was buried, and rose from the 
dead. 

CONCLUSION: The psalmist who combined the personal name of God Yahweh with 
the exalted name Elyon, said 

Psalm 7:17 NKJV   I will praise (YHWH) the LORD according to His 
righteousness, And will sing praise to the name of the LORD Most High.  

Psalm 47:2 NKJV   For the LORD Most High is awesome; He is a great King over 
all the earth.  

Have you made Him the King of your heart and of your life through faith in the 
Lord Jesus? 

Are you living day by day to exalt Him who is the LORD God Almighty, the LORD 
most High? 

 


