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KNOWING GOD … better 

Through the Christmas Names  

IMMANUEL     
Text: Isaiah 7:14  

INTRODUCTION: We are still trying to know God better.  Hopefully that is a lifelong pursuit.  Who 
of us can say that we know God in all of His fullness?  But for the weeks in December, we are 
going to seek to learn more or our magnificent God by examining some of the Christmas names 
from texts that announced or described the coming of our Lord. Today and the next four Sundays   

• We will look at the names Isaiah chose for the birth announcement of the coming King.   

• We will explore the words of the announcing angel as he declared the Savior´s coming. 

• We will see the rich meaning in a simple name selected by God the Father for His one and 
only Son. 

• And we will see the indescribable name Paul gives to our Lord as he writes one of His 
letters. 

This morning we look at the most maligned of all of the Christmas prophecies.  We will see why 
this particular prediction has been attacked both before and after the fact, and where we as 
Christians can stand in the midst of a skeptical culture that surrounds us. 

Our text is Isa. 7:14.  Let us stand and read this grand and glorious proclamation by the Prince of 
Prophets who told us more in advance about our coming Savior whose birth we celebrate this 
month than any of the other great spokesmen for God. 

Isaiah 7:14 NKJV   Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.  

I. LET´S LOOK AT THE TEXT 

Isaiah 7:14 NKJV   Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 

I have reminded you before that whenever you see a therefore in the Scripture, you need to see 
what it is there for.  Therefore refers to something that has come before what is about to be said 
or what is about to happen. 

In this case “therefore” refers to the historical context of prophecy.  Wicked King Ahaz of 
Judah was worried about attacks upon his nation originating from the northern kingdom of Israel 
and from Syria, the two nations having formed an alliance.  In Isa. 7:14, the prophet tells the king 
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he is worrying about the wrong enemy.  He warns him that God is sending Assyria against 
Judah as chastisement for the sin King Ahaz is leading his people to commit, especially the 
worship of false gods, both in the temple proper and on the street corners of Jerusalem. 

But it is not unusual for prophecies sent by God to have a dual fulfillment: 

• An immediate fulfillment experienced by both the giver and recipients of the 
prophecy. 

• A future fulfillment, one that is often centuries away. 

Such is the case with the Immanuel prophecy of Isaiah 7:14.  Everybody agrees that the 
immediate prediction of the prophecy of Isaiah came true.  It is a matter of historical record.  What 
is challenged is its future and far more significant fulfillment, so we will continue looking at the text 
from the future point of view of those who first heard it. 

Isaiah 7:14 NKJV   Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.  

Isaiah made perfectly clear that these words, this message, did not originate with him.  He was 
the messenger of the Word of the Lord.  The name Lord here is not YHWH, the personal name 
of God, but “Adonai” which means God, the Lord and Master. 

Isaiah 7:14 NKJV   Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 

The word for sign means something that signifies something else. 

A stop sign signifies that the law of the land commands the driver to stop the vehicle here before 
proceeding. Unless of course, you are in Brazil, where drivers view it more like a suggestion than 
a command. 

But the point is that the sign signifies something else. 

Isaiah said God is going to do something that signifies even more than the event itself.  When this 
happens, it will mean something of great importance. 

Isaiah 7:14 NKJV   Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 

“Behold” means “see,” but it means “see” something of great importance.  It is like saying, 
don´t miss this! 

Isaiah 7:14 NKJV   Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 

“The” virgin – The definite article points to a particular person in whom God will do this miracle. 

Virgin – translates the Hebrew “almah” which can mean either virgin in the sexual sense 
or a young woman. 
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If it means simply “a young woman” then we should rightly wonder, “What´s the sign?”  Young 
women conceive and bear children all the time.  So what is the sign the Lord has sent, and why is 
this child called Immanuel?” 

So, the question is, which meaning should be attached to “almah” in Isaiah 7:14? 

• How can we tell?   

• Who would know?  

• Why don´t we ask the author?  But Isaiah is dead!   

• Why don´t we ask the author who told Isaiah?  

• That´s the Holy Spirit.  Remember? 

2 Peter 1:21   for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as 
they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

• So, what does the Holy Spirit say about Isaiah 7:14? 

• The Holy Spirit inspired Matthew to quote Isaiah 7:14 in  

Matthew 1:23   “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His 
name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”  

• But the context for what Matthew was writing about was not King Ahaz at all. 

• It was about the birth of Jesus Christ.  Listen to what the Holy Spirit says through Matthew as 
He leads him to quote Isaiah. 

Matthew 1:18–25   18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary 
was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy 
Spirit.  … 22 So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet, saying: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and 
they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.” 24 Then Joseph, being 
aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, 25 
and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name 
JESUS.  

• So, how does the Holy Spirit translate the Hebrew word “almah” when He inspires Matthew 
who is writing in Greek? 

• The Holy Spirit, who gave the original prophecy to Isaiah, gave Matthew the Greek word 
“parthenos,” which every time it is used in the New Testament means “virgin,” a 
woman who has never had a sexual relationship with a man. 
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Now we see why this would be a sign from God we should pay attention to.  Because Isaiah is 
saying that a woman who has never had a sexual relationship with a man is going to conceive 
and bear a Son! 

And that would be a double miracle. 

• The virgin shall conceive.  Even before our scientific age of understanding how the 
sperm fertilizes the egg, everyone knew that this was an impossibility. 

o Our scientific understanding only makes us see it as even more impossible. 

o We know that a baby conceived in the womb is the product of chromosomes 
contributed equally by both mother and father. 

o The genetic material from each parent combine in the nucleus of a fertilized egg to 
form a new individual with their own unique DNA, resulting from the combination of 
the DNA of both mother and father. 

o To have a baby conceived without a father is something we cannot understand. 

o It would indeed be a miracle. 

o It certainly would be a sign. 

But that is not all. 

• The virgin shall bear a Son, not just any child with gender being a 50-50 proposition.  
Specifically the prophecy is of the birth of a Son. That is the second part of a double 
miracle. Let me take you to the class of Genetics 101. 

o The gender gene of a woman has two X chromosomes. 

o The gender gene of a man has one X and one Y chromosome. 

o For the baby to be a girl, the two X chromosomes combine. 

o For the baby to be a boy, the X and the Y chromosomes combine. 

o Even if the mother could produce a child only with her own DNA, she could only 
produce a daughter, for she does not have a Y chromosome in her DNA.  

So, now that it is clear that Isaiah is saying, “Listen up.  Pay attention!  God is going to do quite a 
miracle that is going to be a sign for something more important than you can imagine.  He is 
going to cause a virgin to conceive and bear a Son.” 

Let me offer one more note here.  Isaiah´s prophecy was not the first time God said He was 
going to do this miracle.  The first time was thousands of years before while the earth was still 
young and happened immediately after Adam and Eve sinned.   
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As God declared to each of them and to Satan what the consequences of their sin would be, God 
said to the evil one who tempted the woman, 

Genesis 3:15 NKJV   And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed 
and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.”  

God spoke of the Seed of the woman.  Genesis 3:15 is the only place in Scripture that the 
woman is described as having seed.  Elsewhere, the seed always comes from the man.  He 
also indicates that her Seed will become a man, whose heel Satan would bruise, but who would 
crush Satan´s head. 

And last, but most certainly not least, 

Isaiah 7:14 NKJV   Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall 
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 

This miraculously formed Son shall be called Immanuel, which is not translated in Isaiah but is in 
Matthew.  It means God with us. 

Isaiah´s message was crystal clear.   

• God would cause a woman who had never had a sexual relationship  

• to miraculously conceive  

• and the child born would be a male  

• who would actually be God in the flesh 

• who would live with men upon the earth – God with us! 

II. THE REASON FOR ATTACKS ON THIS PROPHECY 

So, maybe you are asking, if what Isaiah is saying is so clear, why is this prophecy the object 
of so many attacks? 

The reason is because the message is so clear.  If this really happened in the birth of 
Jesus, then He must really be God. 

Lost men and women do not want evidence that Jesus is God! 

• If Jesus is God then what He says must surely be true. 

• If what Jesus says is true, they are going to hell for eternity unless they repent and trust in 
Him. 

• They don´t want to repent and follow Jesus.   

• They don´t want to turn to the light because they love the darkness of their sin. 
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III. THEY ATTACK THE PROPHECY BECAUSE THEY REFUSE TO BELIEVE 
THE SIGN IT ESTABLISHES. 

They understand, sometimes better than some Christians, that if a man were really born of a 
virgin, then He must truly be God in the flesh. 

So, they attack. 

• They say, “This was just a message for King Ahaz; it was not a prophecy of the virgin birth 
of Jesus Christ.” 

o And honestly, if all we had was Isaiah 7:14, we would have to say they might be 
right. 

o But that is not all we have. 

o We have Genesis 3:15, Matthew, Luke, saying the same thing in more detail. 

o We have the whole rest of the New Testament saying, Jesus really is God who 
came in the flesh.  He is Immanuel! 

• Some know they cannot win the logical argument for the logic defeats them. 

o So they say, “Well, we are OK with it being spiritually true for you.” 

o We may not accept that as true for us, but we are big hearted to let it be true for 
you… 

o … as long as you do not insist that it is historically true, that it was an actual event in 
space and time.” 

o But it did all happen in space and time, and it is recorded in history. 

o Isaiah prophesied it 800 years before it happened.  The only two gospel writers who 
record the details of the birth of Jesus, Matthew and Luke, both give detailed 
accounts of the historical fulfilment of the prophecy in the birth of Jesus Christ. 

IV. THE MESSAGE CARRIED FORWARD 

And so, we can know.  We can know with great certainty in our heart and in our mind that this 
great miracle really happened, 

o That around 4 B.C., in a little town in the Roman province of Judea called Bethlehem, 

o A true virgin gave birth to a Son who she named Jesus, who was and is God with us. 

o We can know with all reasonableness, that the Book which tells us these truths is also 
true to tell us that this Jesus went on to die on a cross. 
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o We can believe the reason for His death was to pay the death penalty for all our sins 
because of His great love for each of us. 

o We can believe He rose from the dead and lives forevermore as King of Kings and Lord 
of Lords. 

o We can believe His promise that whosoever trusts in Him will not perish, but have 
eternal life. 

o And because we believe, we can celebrate. 

▪ Not winter break 

▪ Not season´s greetings 

▪ Not happy holidays 

▪ But we can celebrate Christmas.  

➢ We can be more intentional in our worship. 

➢ We can take time to meditate on who the Lord Jesus really is and what that 
means for our lives 

➢ One resource I have found that you can use is an Advent Devotional 
Calendar that begins tomorrow, December 2, provided by Focus on the 
Family.  You can find it at https://www.sabc.org/ and click on the homepage 
link that says ADVENT CALENDAR FROM FOCUS ON THE FAMILY. 

This is a resource you can use alone, as a couple, or with children and 
grandchildren, and it will go along with what we are doing in worship in 
getting to know God better by considering the Christmas Names of Jesus. 

➢ We can also be more intentional in giving to our Lord and to His church for 
the proclamation of the gospel. 

➢ We can finally take action on talking to some folks we have been saying we 
were going to share the gospel with. 

➢ We can invite some to come with us on a Sunday morning to join us in 
getting to know God better. 

➢ We can ask them to join us on Christmas Eve to worship the Lord. 

➢ There are a lot of things we could do we have not done or we could do more 
that we usually do to honor the One who is Immanuel, God with us. 

https://www.sabc.org/

