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KNOWING GOD … better  

THROUGH THE CHRISTMAS STORY 

Text:  Luke 1:26-38 

INTRODUCTION: Sometimes folks complain about too much outward celebration of 

Christmas.   

 Too many lights 

 Too much tinsel and glitter 

 Too many decorations 

 Too many trees adorned with ornaments and garland 

I beg to differ.  I say there are not enough, and there cannot be enough.  It is impossible 

to celebrate Christmas too much!   

Now I agree that much of what is done to celebrate Christmas is not done out of a 

sincere motive to rejoice in the birth of the Son of God, but that is a problem of motive, 

not excess. 

Christmas, the celebration of the Son of God entering the world to save His people 

lost in the darkness of sin, cannot … cannot be over celebrated. 

 Let the bells ring! 

 Let the choirs sing! 

 Let the candles burn! 

 Let the lights dance! 

 Let us make everything beautiful! 

To remind us of the joy and glory the Immanuel, God with us, has come into the world, 

and that He came to save us and allow us to live with  

 Beauty 

 And celebration  

 And fragrance 

 And light 

 And praise 

Forever!!  Forever in the Kingdom over which He shall reign. 
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My friend, it is possible to celebrate wrongly. 

But we cannot celebrate too much! 

Christmas, speaking of that event that centers on the birth of the Lord Jesus as a babe 

in Bethlehem´s manger, is at the very heart of God´s eternal plan.  We look at part of 

one of the key texts this morning that describes it to us. 

May we stand with rapt attention to the awesome thing that God has done. 

Luke 1:26–33 NKJV 

26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named 

Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 

David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  

28 And having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is 

with you; blessed are you among women!” 29 But when she saw him, she was troubled 

at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was.  

30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall 

call His name JESUS. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and 

the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 33 And He will reign over the 

house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”  

Let´s walk through this familiar text to pay attention to some things of great importance. 

Luke 1:26–27 NKJV   26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to 

a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  

In the sixth month is a reference to the sixth month of the pregnancy of Mary´s Aunt 

Elizabeth.  This is quite literally a miraculous story in itself, and Luke actually begins his 

gospel with it.  In short, Mary´s aged aunt, like Sarah of old, was childless and way past 

the age of childbearing.  Six months before, Gabriel had appeared to her Uncle 

Zacharias who was a priest serving in the temple. Gabriel told him that he and Elizabeth 

would have a child who would be the one the prophet Malachi said would announce the 

coming of Messiah into the world. 

After Elizabeth conceived, she went into hiding for five months.  Then, the pregnancy 

clearly apparent, she came out and let all her friends and family know the great miracle 

God had done for her and her husband. 

Mary had only become aware of this wonder a few days or weeks before Gabriel came 

to her own house. 
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Luke 1:26–27 NKJV   26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to 

a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 

Folks, we are so familiar with this text and this story that we miss something here.  

Angels did not just come and go all the time during these days in Israel.   

 Before Gabriel appeared six months earlier, there had been no angel who 

had made a trip to Israel for more than 400 years. 

 In fact, there had been no miracles among God´s people, the Jews, for 400 

years. 

 And God had not even sent a word through a prophet to Israel for 400 years. 

And now, twice in six months, God dispatches the angel who stands in the 

presence of God and who is only sent to declare messages of strategic divine 

importance.  Before being sent to bring God´s Word to Zacharias and then to Mary, 

Gabriel has not left the divine presence since the days of Daniel when he brought to 

that servant and prophet the time line of Messiah´s entrance into the world. (The 

prophecy of the 70 7’s or 70 weeks of years.) 

This is big!  Something important is happening! 

Luke 1:26–27 NKJV   26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 

city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  

Do you remember Isaiah´s prophetic birth announcement?  Unto us a Child is born, … a 

Son is given.  God would send the Savior Messiah into the darkest of the dark places, 

where those blinded by sin would suddenly see the light of His salvation. 

Luke 1:26–27 NKJV   26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 

city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  

And here is Luke´s confirmation of Isaiah´s other Christmas prophecy, that Immanuel 

would enter this world as a baby born to a virgin. 

Now remember with me that Luke is Luke the physician.  He is Dr. Luke. Luke used 

more than 50 medical terms in writing Luke and Acts.   

He was not a Jew, defending his ancient heritage but a Greek who heard about 

Messiah and researched the truth by interviewing eye witnesses. After his extensive 

investigation of the facts, Luke became a believer. 
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So if anyone was well aware of the absolute impossibility of a virgin birth, it would have 

been Dr. Luke.  Luke´s use of the Greek language is the most advanced Greek we find 

in the New Testament, and he chooses a Greek word for virgin that means only one 

thing: a woman who has never known a man sexually. 

Luke 1:26–27 NKJV   26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 

city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 

Betrothal was stronger than what we mean by engagement.  It was a legally 

binding arrangement made between parents for their sons and daughters.  The 

girl had to be at least 12 and the boy at least 14, because they knew what most people 

know today but usually only women acknowledge, that girls mature faster than boys. 

Luke 1:26–27 NKJV   26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a 

city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  

Messiah was to come through David’s kingly line. Interestingly, Matthew tells us that 

Mary herself was from a different branch of David’s line. 

Isaiah had said, “the virgin shall conceive,” not “a virgin.”  God had already picked the 

one before she was even born.  Now we see whom God chose.  Her name was Mary. 

Luke 1:28–29 NKJV   28 And having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly 

favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!” 29 But when 

she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting 

this was.  

Highly favored means greatly graced, given much grace. 

The Lord is with you. God´s presence has seemed strangely absent for four 

centuries.  Now God is working in the life a 12 to 13 year old girl.  

Blessed are you among women!  The angel declares Mary has been the recipient of 

much grace.  The presence of the Lord is with her.  No woman, has ever been blessed 

as she is. 

But notice here that much of our world has turned this message around and utterly 

reversed its meaning.   

 Gabriel is telling Mary that she is the recipient of great grace and blessing 

from the Lord. 

 Many look to Mary as the giver of grace and the conduit of blessings. 
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 Not so.  Mary is just like us.  She needed the grace of God, and grace is not 

merited or it is not grace.  In this same chapter in verse 47, Mary 

acknowledges that she is a sinner in need of a Savior. 

 Mary cannot hear prayer, or give grace, or bring blessing.  She was the 

recipient of such, but not its source. 

Luke 1:28–29 NKJV   28 And having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly 

favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!” 29 But when she 

saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting 

this was.  

And she was troubled by the angel telling her she had received so much grace.  She 

could not imagine why she would.  She knew better than anyone that she was a sinner.   

 She was aware of her last impure thought.   

 She was aware of ingratitude at times toward God or people in her life. 

 She knew she had acted out of impure motive at times. 

So she wondered why God would choose her.  Why would God grace her? 

But that is what grace is all about is it not?  None of us deserve God´s grace.  Yet He 

gives it. 

Ephesians 2:8 NKJV   For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 

yourselves; it is the gift of God,  

Now to verse 30. 

Luke 1:30-33 NKJV   30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring 

forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. 32 He will be great, and will be called the 

Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 33 

And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no 

end.”  

Now Gabriel makes the greatest announcement of his 4,000 year-long angelic 

career.  He says Mary, by God´s grace 

Luke 1:30-33 NKJV   30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and 

bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. 32 He will be great, and will be called 

the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 

33 And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be 

no end.”  

 Though you are a virgin, you will conceive and bear a Son. 
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Luke 1:30-33 NKJV   30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring 

forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. 32 He will be great, and will be called the 

Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 33 

And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no 

end.”  

 He will be the Son of the Most High God. 

Luke 1:30-33 NKJV   30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring 

forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. 32 He will be great, and will be called the 

Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 

33 And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will 

be no end.”  

 He will rule from David´s throne over Israel. 

Luke 1:30-33 NKJV   30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring 

forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. 32 He will be great, and will be called the 

Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 33 

And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be 

no end.”  

 His kingdom will last forever. 

Now at this point, I must stop the exposition of Gabriel´s message, and I will continue it 

here next Sunday morning.  Because we need to take a minute to see something in this 

part of the Christmas story that should be impacting each of us right here and right now. 

NOTICE THAT GOD IS THE FOCUS OF THE STORY. 

 This is not about Mary or Joseph. 

 This is about what God is going to do in and through Mary and Joseph. 

 They are recipients of His grace. 

 They are participants with God in His purpose and mission. 

 But God is the One doing the work. 

 This is God´s purpose. 

 This is God´s mission. 

 This will be God´s accomplishment. 

 God is the focus of the story. 

 



19-12-15    KNOWING GOD … better                Page 7 of 8 

 

CONCLUSION: 

So, We should ask ourselves, “Is God the focus of my Christmas?” 

 Is God the focus of my decorations? 

o Do the decorations in my home and office remind me of the birth of 

Christ? 

o Do those decorations point others to Jesus and remind them that the 

Savior has come? 

 Is Christ the focus of my celebrations? 

o Do I honor the Lord in the ways I celebrate at Christmas time? 

o Could I invite Jesus to be present at every party?  

o He is present of course, so Can I be glad for His presence at every 

party of celebration I attend? 

o Is He honored at each of those?  

 Is Jesus the object of my adoration? 

o What am I doing to stir my adoration of the Lord for the sending of 

His Son? 

o Do I sing? 

o Am I reading Scripture relative to this great truth? 

o Am I being intentional in attending my LCG? 

o Am I being intentional in participating in worship? 

 Is God the focus of my actions this Christmas? 

o What about in my giving?   

o Will I give more to others than I give to God? 

o What will I do to specifically honor and show my love for the Lord? 

 


