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FEASTING ON THE FAITHFULNESS OF JESUS 

The Resurrection and the Life 

John 11, 1 Cor. 15, Rev. 20-22 

 

Introduction:  WELCOME, SHELTERING TREE – 19th anniversary, VOTE!!!!, PRAY!!!! 

What a comfort it is during these unsettled times to know and follow Jesus, who is 
always faithful! 

• The great I AM 

• The Bread of Life 

• The Light of the World 

• The Door of the Sheep 

• The Good Shepherd 

• And today we look at Jesus, who said,  

John 11:25 NKJV   Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who 
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 

Even for many Christians, the glorious promise of the resurrection for themselves is not 
well understood.   

There are many passages of Scripture that offer us important truths about the 
resurrection.  

John 5:28-29 NKJV   28 Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who 
are in the graves will hear His voice 29 and come forth—those who have done good, to 
the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of 
condemnation.  

1 Corinthians 15:22–25 NKJV   22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be 
made alive. 23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who 
are Christ’s at His coming. 24 Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to 
God the Father, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority and power. 25 For He 
must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.  



20-11-01                     FEASTING ON THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD               Page  9 
 

I want Jesus’ promise of raising those who trust in Him to live with Him forever in a 
glorified body to be a promise we understand and long for, that can comfort us in the 
most arduous of times. 

So this morning, I am going to try to tie these texts together in a way that you can 
understand and cherish them. 

The term resurrection refers to the body or physical part of man and means “to 
come back to life.”  

• To understand resurrection, we must understand death. 

• Death is a separation of the physical body from the soul and the spirit. 

• When a person dies, their soul and spirit remain joined, but they leave the body in 
which they lived. 

o The soul and spirit of those who have trusted Christ immediately go to heaven.  
That is why Paul said, 

2 Corinthians 5:8 NKJV   We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent 
from the body and to be present with the Lord.  

o The soul and spirit of those who have not trusted Jesus as Lord immediately 
go to hell.  That is why Jesus said of the lost man who died, 

Luke 16:23 NKJV   And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.  

• Resurrection is the reunification of the soul and spirit with the body. 

• Because the old body is decayed or completely destroyed, it must be made 
into a new body for the soul and spirit to inhabit it again. 

That is what Paul is explaining in the great chapter on resurrection, 1 Cor. 15. 

1 Corinthians 15:22 NKJV   For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made 
alive. 23 But each one in his own order… 

• The Scriptures teach that all the dead will be resurrected, but not that they will be 
resurrected all at once.  

• Remember that when we talk about resurrection we are talking about raising a 
dead body, not reviving a spirit.  

• The spirit does not die but goes to Heaven (for the believer) or to Hell (for the 
unbeliever). 
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•  At the resurrection the dead body is revived and reunited with the soul and spirit. 

The resurrection of the dead can be divided into two types:  

The First Resurrection and the Second Resurrection. Rev. 20:4-5 shows that 1000 
years separates the two resurrections. But more important than sequence of the 
resurrections is the kind of resurrection it is.  

The First Resurrection is a resurrection to life.  

The Second Resurrection is a resurrection to death – the second death – the Lake 
of Fire.  

The First Resurrection is not a single event. 1 Cor. 15 is an informative chapter 
concerning the resurrections. Verses 22-25 effectively outline the resurrections that will 
occur.  

1 Corinthians 15:22–25 

22–23a   22 For as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ all shall be made 
alive. 23 But each one in his own 
order: 

An outline of the resurrections 

Christ Jesus Himself was the first to be 
raised and given a glorified body. 

the firstfruits The Old Testament saints who were 
raised immediately following the 
resurrection of Jesus.  Matt. 27:52-53   
52 and the graves were opened; and 
many bodies of the saints who had 
fallen asleep were raised; 53 and 
coming out of the graves after His 
resurrection, they went into the holy city 
and appeared to many. 

afterward those who are Christ’s at 
His coming. 

“Those who belong to Christ at His 
coming”  

These are resurrected in two or more 
separate events. 

 a. The Church 
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1 Thess. 4:16-17   16 For the Lord 
Himself will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of an 
archangel, and with the trumpet of 
God. And the dead in Christ will rise 
first. 17 Then we who are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet the 
Lord in the air. And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord.  

 b. The Tribulation Saints 

Rev. 20:4   And I saw thrones, and 
they sat on them, and judgment was 
committed to them. Then I saw the 
souls of those who had been 
beheaded for their witness to Jesus 
and for the word of God, who had 
not worshiped the beast or his 
image, and had not received his 
mark on their foreheads or on their 
hands. And they lived and reigned 
with Christ for a thousand years. 

 It is possible to subdivide the 
resurrection of the tribulation saints 
into two more events: 

 1) The Gathering of the First Fruits – 
A rapture of the 144,000 (Rev. 
14:1-5) 

 2) The Resurrection of Martyred 
Tribulation Saints (Rev. 20:4) 

24 Then comes the end, when He 
delivers the kingdom to God the 
Father, when He puts an end to all 
rule and all authority and power. 25 
For He must reign till He has put all 
enemies under His feet.  

 

For continuity, I show you the last part 
of the resurrection here, but this does 
not occur until after the Millennial 
Kingdom is completed. 

Rev. 20:5a   But the rest of the dead did 
not live again until the thousand years 
were finished. 
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This is the resurrection of the 
unsaved.  Their soul and spirit is 
taken from hell and given a 
resurrection body which will not die, 
and they appear before the Great 
White Throne of Judgment. 

Rev. 20:12a   And I saw the dead, small 
and great, standing before God, and 
books were opened. And another book 
was opened, which is the Book of Life. 

Therefore, after the resurrection of the saved is complete, the Millennial Kingdom 
begins.   

Rev. 20:4-6 NKJV   4 And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was 
committed to them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their 
witness to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his 
image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And they 
lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 5 But the rest of the dead did not live 
again until the thousand years were finished. This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and 
holy is he who has part in the first resurrection. Over such the second death has no 
power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a 
thousand years. 

A. The Millennial Kingdom  

A. ITS POPULATION.  Some will enter the Millennial Kingdom in their natural 
bodies. 

a. The remnant of Israel that was saved (Zech. 12:10, 13:1) 

b. The righteous ones from the Judgment of the Gentiles (Mt. 25:31-46) 

c. People born in the millennium (Like the children of Isa. 11:8) 

d. Longevity of life will return as in the early years on the earth (Isa. 
65:20) 

B. ITS GOVERNMENT 

a. Christ will rule from His throne in Jerusalem (Isa. 9:6-7) 

b. Resurrected David shall rule over Israel, the prince of the nations 
(Ezek. 37:24) 
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c. Resurrected Apostles shall be Judges of the twelve tribes of Israel 
(Mt. 19:28) 

d. Resurrected Christians shall rule and reign with Christ (Rev. 20: 4:6) 

3. ITS ACTIVITY 

a. Peace replaces war (Micah 4:3)  

b. Swift and righteous justice (Isa. 11:4) 

c. Industry and development  

1) After terrible tribulation and Armageddon, much rebuilding will need to 
be done.  

2) There will be time to do the things you have wanted: other careers, 
exploring, developing relationships.  

4. The fulfillment of every covenant promise to Israel and to believers will 
take place during these days. Israel´s borders will be enlarged to the size 
promised by the Lord to Abraham, from the River of Egypt to the Euphrates. 

5. There will be topological changes to the earth.  

a. Just prior to Christ's coming at Armageddon, a worldwide earthquake 
leveled every city and mountain on the face of the earth. (Rev. 16:18-20) 

b. The earth will be renewed, and it will more than adequately provide 
for the population. 

c. Deserts will be transformed into gardens; the territory of Israel will 
be transformed into a place of remarkable beauty reflecting the glory 
of the residence of the Lord.  

6. There will be changes to the animal kingdom. (Isa. 11:6-9)  

a. The enmity between animals and between animals and man will be 
removed. 

b. Animals will all become herbivorous as they were at creation. 

c. Even snakes will be harmless to man. 

Isaiah 11:6-9 NKJV   6 “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, The 
leopard shall lie down with the young goat, The calf and the young lion 
and the fatling together; And a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and 
the bear shall graze; Their young ones shall lie down together; And the 
lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play by the cobra’s 
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hole, And the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper’s den. 9 They 
shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the Lord As the waters cover the sea. 

At the end of the 1,000 years shall come THE GREAT WHITE THRONE 
JUDGMENT  

After the thousand year Millennial Kingdom, the Second Resurrection occurs 
and the lost dead are resurrected out of hell to be judged. The Books which 
contain the record of their deeds and words will be opened. Another book will be 
opened: The Book of Life. If anyone’s name was not in this book, they are cast into 
the Lake of Fire. Whose names are recorded in the Book of Life? Those who have 
trusted Jesus (Phil. 4:3). 

All who stand before this throne are proved to be sinners. The wages of sin is death. 
The Book of Life is checked and it is found that these have refused to accept the gift 
of eternal life offered to them by Jesus Who purchased it by His death upon the 
cross. Therefore they must pay for their sin themselves, and they will pay for all 
eternity. 

AND THEN SHALL BE THE NEW HEAVEN AND THE NEW EARTH 
(Rev. 21:1 – 22:5)  

A. The New Heavens and the New Earth (21:1-8)   

On the Day of Judgment, the earth will be renovated by fire. The word “new” 
means “new in character” and does not imply destruction but remaking. Peter 
says the elements will melt with fervent heat. The result will be a brand new 
world, the centerpiece of a universe freed from sin.  

From 21:3-4 we see what is new about this earth: 

Rev. 21:3-4 NKJV   3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His 
people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 And God will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor 
crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 

God dwells with men.   

No death. 

No mourning. 

No crying. 

No pain. 
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Oh, I wish I had time to tell you about The New Jerusalem, but that will have to wait for 
another day.   

But let me speak just a word about LIFE IN THE ETERNAL KINGDOM 

1. Life with the Believers of All the Ages 

1. O.T. saints who trusted in the coming Messiah before He came 

a. talk with Adam and Eve about the Garden of Eden 

b. talk with Job about the dinosaurs he wrote about 

c. visit with Noah about life in the ark 

d. talk with Daniel about ancient Babylon 

2. N.T. saints 

a. John, Luke, Paul 

b. also the less known:  one of the shepherds who went to Bethlehem's 
manger, one of the magi, the Roman Centurion who believed 

3. And the saints through history 

a. That small group of faithful Bible believing people who maintained true 
doctrine when the church at large was selling out to the pagan practices of 
the world around it. 

b. Those who burned at the stake rather than renounce Christ 

4. And the saints you know who have gone on before you. 

a. dear friends 

b. relatives 

1) my mom and dad are there as are many of yours 

2) some of you may have children there, some perhaps whom you never 
met for they died before they were born.  They will be there, and you 
will know them, and they will know you. 

5. But only those who trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and 
Savior will be there. 

B. Life in the Midst of the Pervading Presence of Almighty God 
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Revelation 22:4 NKJV   They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their 
foreheads.  

1. We shall bask in His glory. 

2. We shall live in the abundance of His provision. 

a. No limit because of safety or health; we will be able to do and go. 

b. No limit because of deception causing ignorance; we will be able to learn 
and understand and remember! 

c. No limit because of time; we will have forever to pursue our interests and 
desires. 

3. We shall worship. 

a. We shall see God: Father, Son, Holy Spirit and we shall see Him as He is. 

b. We will bow. 

c. We will sing. 

d. We will praise. 

e. We will adore Him. 

 

CONCLUSION: And all of this we will do FOR ALL ETERNITY. 

Will you be in that place?  Then bow in His presence now and thank Jesus for saving 
your wretched sinful soul from an eternity in the Lake of Fire and instead by His love 
and grace giving you the unbreakable promise of resurrection and life with Him forever.  
He has promised you:  Revelation 21:7 NKJV   "He who overcomes shall inherit all 
things, and I will be his God and he shall be My son.  


