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1 and 2 Kings 

The Divided Kingdom 

I. PREPARING TO STUDY 

A. Authorship  

Neither 1 nor 2 Kings names its human author.  Tradition, by way of the Talmud, 
attributes both books to ____________________.  While this may strike us as 
unusual, it seems less so when we recognized that in the Jewish arrangement of 
the books of the Old Testament into the Law, the Prophets, and the Writings, the 
Books of the Kings (along with Joshua, Judges, and 1 & 2 Samuel) were placed 
in the category of the ______________. 

Here is a listing of the books of the Tanakh, the __________ Old Testament 
(which is identical to our Old Testament except the order of the books.) 

The Torah (______) 

 Genesis  

 Exodus  

 Leviticus  

 Numbers  

 Deuteronomy  

The Prophets 

The __________ Prophets 

 Joshua  

 Judges  

 Samuel  

 Kings  

The _________ Prophets 

 Isaiah  

 Jeremiah  

 Ezekiel  

 The __________ (Minor Prophets)  

o Hosea  

o Joel  
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o Amos  

o Obadiah  

o Jonah  

o Micah  

o Nahum  

o Habakkuk  

o Zephaniah  

o Haggai  

o Zechariah  

o Malachi  

The Writings 

 Psalms  

 Proverbs  

 Job  

 Song of Solomon  

 Ruth  

 Lamentations  

 Ecclesiastes  

 Esther  

 Daniel  

 Ezra-Nehemiah  

 Chronicles  

B. Relationship to the Other Books of the Bible 

One cannot really understand the Bible without some understanding of ________ 
and God`s relationship with the people called the Hebrews and the _______.  
Each book studied thus far aids in that understanding: 

Genesis – The beginnings with Abraham to the sojourn in ________ 

Exodus to Deuteronomy – The redemption from Egypt through the wilderness 
wanderings 

Joshua to Judges and Ruth – Israel’s early years in the Promised Land 

1 & 2 Samuel – The reign of ________, Israel’s greatest king 

1 & 2 Kings – The reign of Solomon, the divided kingdoms, and the __________ 
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II. EXAMINING THE TEXT  

1 Kings: The story of 1 Kings continues from 2 Samuel (the book of David’s reign). It 
opens with the statement that King David is old and advanced in years.  The key 
thought in 1 Kings is ____________, for after the reign of David’s son Solomon, the 
united kingdom of Israel was divided. 

III. THE FORTY YEAR REIGN OF _______________ (Chapters 1-11) 

A. Adonijah tries to become king after David, but David pronounces Solomon king. 
(1)  

B. Solomon removes the ____________ of David from places of leadership. (2) 

C. Solomon asks God to give him ___________ to discern justice. (3) 

1. Solomon’s wisdom displayed (3:16-28) 

James 1:5   If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 
liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 

2. The kingdom prospered. (3:20-21, 29-34) 

D. Solomon builds the __________. (5-6) 

1. God promises to dwell in the temple (6:12-13) 

2. Completed in ___ years. 

1 Kings 7:1   But Solomon took thirteen years to build his own house; so he 
finished all his house. 

What does this indicate? That _____________________________________. 

3. Solomon builds himself a palace and other beautiful structures. 

E. Furnishings for the temple are crafted of fine wood, bronze, and _______. (7-8)  
When the ark was brought in, the ________________________ filled the house. 

F. Solomon’s prayer of dedication (8:22-56) 

G. God’s response and warning (9:3-7) 

H. Solomon’s decline (11) 

1. Read God’s prescription for kings in Deuteronomy 17:14-17   14 “When you 
come to the land which the LORD your God is giving you, and possess it and 
dwell in it, and say, ‘I will set a king over me like all the nations that are 
around me,’ 15 you shall surely set a king over you whom the LORD your 
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God chooses; one from among your brethren you shall set as king over you; 
you may not set a foreigner over you, who is not your brother. 16 But he shall 
not multiply horses for himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt to 
multiply horses, for the LORD has said to you, ‘You shall not return that way 
again.’ 17 Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; 
nor shall he greatly multiply silver and gold for himself. 

I. Solomon had much _______ and silver. (10:14-27) 

1. He had thousands of horses. (4:2) 

2. He had hundreds of __________. (11:3) 

What was the result? (11:4) His __________ turned from God. 

IV. THE DIVIDED KINGDOM (Chapters 12-22) 

A. The first 80 years 

1. The kingdom splits. (12) 

a. Israel (North), ____ tribes, made Jeroboam king, 7 more kings, all evil 

b. Judah (South), ___ tribes, made Solomon’s son, Rehoboam king, 3 more 
kings – 2 (Asa and Jehosophat) were good 

2. __________ the prophet ministers in Israel (Northern Kingdom) during the 
reign of wicked King Ahab and his evil wife Jezebel. 

a. Caused a drought (17:1) 

b. Confronted the king and challenged the false prophets on Mt. Carmel (18) 

c. Elijah’s successor named: _________ (19:16) 

d. The murder of Naboth and its consequences (21-22) 

Gal. 6:7-8   7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man 
sows, that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh 
reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap 
everlasting life. 

2 Kings: 2 Kings was originally part of 1 Kings as a single book. Therefore, the story 
continues unbroken about the divided kingdoms of Israel and Judah. 

V. THE EVENTS IN ISRAEL (Chapters 1-10) 
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A. Kings from 7 different _____________ reign over Israel.  Most are evil.  Elisha 
continues Elijah’s ministry after Elijah departs in a chariot of fire. (2) 

B. Elisha performs many miracles, including the healing of _____________, a king 
with leprosy. (5) 

C. The Word of the Lord through Elijah the prophet concerning ______________ is 
fulfilled. 

2 Kings 9:30-37   30 Now when Jehu had come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; 
and she put paint on her eyes and adorned her head, and looked through a 
window. 31 Then, as Jehu entered at the gate, she said, “Is it peace, Zimri, 
murderer of your master?”  

32 And he looked up at the window, and said, “Who is on my side? Who?” So 
two or three eunuchs looked out at him. 33 Then he said, “Throw her down.” So 
they threw her down, and some of her blood spattered on the wall and on the 
horses; and he trampled her underfoot. 34 And when he had gone in, he ate and 
drank. Then he said, “Go now, see to this accursed woman, and bury her, for she 
was a king’s daughter.” 35 So they went to bury her, but they found no more of 
her than the skull and the feet and the palms of her hands. 36 Therefore they 
came back and told him. And he said, “This is the word of the LORD, which He 
spoke by His servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, ‘On the plot of ground at Jezreel 
dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel; 37 and the corpse of Jezebel shall be as 
refuse on the surface of the field, in the plot at Jezreel, so that they shall not say, 
“Here lies Jezebel.”’” 

This is about ____ years after Elijah delivered this word. R.G. Lee said, “God’s 
judgment often has lead feet and moves slowly, but it always has iron shoes and 
crushes completely.” 

VI.  ALTERNATING EVENTS IN ISRAEL AND JUDAH (Chapters 11-17) 

In accordance with the warning of God, __________ takes Israel into captivity. They 
have never returned. (17:5-18) In all, the Northern Kingdom survived 250 years. 

VII. EVENTS IN JUDAH ALONE (Chapters 18-25) 

A. Judah has 16 more kings for a total of 20, but they are all from one royal family: 
King ________ 

B. Among the kings was good king Hezekiah. (18-20) 

C. Because of Judah’s unfaithfulness, _____________ conquers the Southern 
Kingdom and many are carried into captivity, including a young man named 
___________. (24) 

D. Finally ___________________ is destroyed. (25) 
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E. Judah had existed as the Southern Kingdom for ______ years. 

F. Only a remnant returned from captivity. 

G. But as we shall see, the prophets declare one day they will return.  And the Lord 
Jesus Christ shall rule the earth on ___________ throne! (Zech. 12:8-10, 14:16) 

 

1 and 2 Chronicles 

The Priestly Record 

I. PREPARING TO STUDY 

A. Authorship  

1 & 2 Chronicles were originally a single book, and no human author is identified 
in its pages.  Jewish tradition has long named _______ as the recipient of this 
divine inspiration, and the internal evidence supports that conclusion.  There is 
more emphasis on ___________, the temple, and worship than in either Samuel 
or Kings, and the books have the feel of being written by a priest.  Ezra was a 
_________.  Also, Hebrew scholars say that the style of the Hebrew text is 
similar to the book of Ezra. 

B. Relationship to the Other Books of the Bible 

The Chronicles have a special relationship to Samuel and the Kings in that they 
overlap in the time and material covered, as do the four gospels.  However, also 
like the gospels, they offer much of the same information but viewed from a 
different ___________________, giving the reader a clearer picture than if 
events are seen from only one angle. 

II. EXAMINING THE TEXT  

“Chronicle” means an account of events arranged in ________. 1 and 2 Chronicles 
offers us ordered genealogies from Adam through David to Nehemiah. It also 
summarizes the main events of the _____________ Kingdom.  Because its focus is 
on David’s kingdom, it records little about the northern kingdom of Israel after Judah 
and Israel divided. 

While there is much in Chronicles that is also recorded in Samuel and Kings, there is 
a difference in emphasis. 

Samuel and Kings   Chronicles 

Biographical    _________________ 
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Personal     Official 

__________ and Judah  Judah alone 

The theme of 1 and 2 Chronicles together can be seen in 2 Chronicles 7:14   if My 
people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My 
face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin and heal their land. 

A _____________ response to God is the decisive factor in its history. 

STRUCTURE OF CHRONICLES 

1 Chronicles 

 The People of the Lord (1-9) 

 The Anointed of the Lord – David (10-12) 

 The ______ of the Lord (13-16) 

 The Covenant of the Lord – Davidic (17-21) 

 The ____________ of the Lord (22-29) 

2 Chronicles 

 Solomon’s Reign 

  Prayer for Wisdom (1) 

  __________ Temple (2-7) 

  Solomon’s Glory (8-9) 

 Judah’s History 

  Division from Israel (10) 

  Twenty Kings of Judah (11-36) 

  Deportation to ______________ (36:15-21) 

  Edict of _________ (36:22-23) 

HISTORICAL SUMMARY 

Following is a chart of Old Testament History drawn from the Bible Knowledge 
Commentary.  It will help you assimilate a picture of the history of the kingdom of 
Israel.  As you compare the dates suggested here with other Bible scholars, you 
may discover a variation of 1 or 2 years, but this does not affect our understanding 
of the events and their significance.  
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