
13-09-08 AM    I WANT TO KNOW MY BIBLE      Page  1 

I WANT TO KNOW MY BIBLE 

Why Bad Things Happen and                             
What To Do About It 

Reading:  Gen. 30-50 

Text:  Gen. 50:20 

INTRODUCTION:  Bad things happen!  That is one statement you do not have to 
prove to people through the Bible.  We all know it experientially.  Bad things happen to 
us and around us. 

 But one of the things you will discover about the Bible if you do not know it 
already is that unseemly facts such as this are not glossed over or ignored.  The world 
is described as it is.  People are portrayed honestly, warts and all.  Through the pages 
of Scripture we see not only the strengths of the most noble of godly men and women, 
but their flaws as well. 

 And do we see bad things happening in the world?  Well, ever since the end of 
Genesis 2, we have seen many, many bad things happening.  In this week´s reading in 
Genesis we find 

• Laban and Jacob trying to outwit and out-trick each other. 

• Jacob taking multiple wives – and there´s nothing but bad that can come out of 
that! 

• The love of sisters shredded as they enter a child bearing contest. 

• Right after God heals the broken relationship between Jacob and Esau, 
Jacob tears it up again by lying to his brother. 

• Jacob goes to Shechem when he says he is going to Seir, and the 
consequence is that his daughter is raped. 

• Dinah´s brothers act hastily and vengefully and slaughtered all the men of 
Shechem. 
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• This in turn forced the family to flee to Bethel and ultimately to Ephrath, a 
name associated with Bethlehem, and caused the death of Rachel who died 
in childbirth on the journey. 

And we have not even come yet to the story of Joseph.  Bad things happen, and 
when they happen to us, or close around us, most of us either verbally or silently 
ask, “Why?” 

If God is good, and I believe He is … 

If God is all powerful and controls all things, and I believe He does … 

Why do bad things happen?  And a question that is at least as important, 

What do I do about it?  What can I do?  What makes bad things better? 

I think of three reasons given in Scripture that explain to us why bad things 
happen. 

Two of those three reasons are clearly shown in our reading this week in the 
story of Joseph from Genesis 37 to 50.  The third reason, we will find in our 
reading next week in the Book of Job.  Did ever two good men have more trouble 
than Joseph and Job?  

• Joseph was beloved of his father but consequently hated by his 
brothers.  

• He would have been murdered by his own flesh and blood except for 
the mercy of one.  

• He was sold as a slave and trafficked to Egypt.  

• He worked hard and faithfully for his master but was imprisoned on 
the false accusation of a wicked woman.  

• He again worked faithfully in the prison and became the head 
trustee, but still he was forgotten by any who could help him make 
his exit.  

And Job?  Well, we will talk about Job and his troubles next week, but if ever there 
was a good man who had bad things happen in his life, it most certainly was Joseph. 
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Now Joseph wasn´t perfect.  As a teen, he struggled with pride and was a bit 
bragedoshish to his brothers.  But without raising your hands and making your teen 
mad, how many of you wish the worst problem you faced with your teen was that 
they bragged a little too much? 

So … why does a good God with all power let a good man suffer so many bad 
things? 

I. GOD ALLOWS BAD THINGS TO HAPPEN TO ACCOMPLISH HIS 
GOOD PURPOSE. 

Joseph himself came to understand this.  I am sure along the way he wondered 
many times, “Why is God letting this happen to me?”  But God reveals it to him and 
in Gen. 50:20 he states it.  He is with his brothers who are living with him in Egypt 
after their father Jacob has died.  They are afraid that now that Jacob is gone, 
Joseph will get his vengeance for what they did to him.  But Joseph says, “Do not be 
afraid.” 

Genesis 50:20   But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for 
good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.  
 
A. God´s purpose was and is to fulfill the Abrahamic Covenant and provide 

One through the seed of Abraham to be a blessing to all the families of the 
earth. 

The descendants of Jacob were to become the twelve tribes of Israel, the 
seed of Abraham. 

Through them God would enter human flesh in the person of Jesus Christ. 

Jesus would pay the price of sin upon the cross for every person who ever 
lived. 

Jesus would be the door that opened to salvation for any person who 
would trust in Him. 

B. All of the bad things that happened to Joseph contributed to the fulfilling of 
that purpose. 

C. When you see Joseph in heaven, if you ask him, “Was it worth it?  The rejection 
by your brothers, the fear in the pit, the abuse you suffered as a slave, the 
imprisonment because of a false accusation, being forgotten for years in the 
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dungeon, was it worth it?”  I promise he will tell you, “It was worth it!  And if I had 
to endure it a thousand times for it to be so, it would be worth it.” 

D. Folks, when bad things happen, sometimes it is because God is working 
out His good, good purpose. 

This single sentence in Gen. 50:20 reveals a second purpose. (This verse should be 
highlighted or underlined in your Bible!) 
 
Genesis 50:20   But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for 
good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.  
 

II. GOD ALLOWS BAD THINGS TO HAPPEN TO BRING ABOUT GOOD 
FOR PEOPLE.  

A. God brought about good for Joseph and the people of his own day. 

1. Joseph - Gen. 37:5-11 shows him to be boastful and proud.  But Gen. 41:14-
16 shows that God has made him humble. 

2. Judah - Gen. 38:1-26 shows him as a man who is lustful and self-gratifying.  
But by Gen. 44:18-22, God has changed him to a man who is self-sacrificing. 

3. Other brothers - In Gen. 37:12-36, Joseph’s brothers are revealed to be 
hateful and vengeful.  But by Gen. 44:6-13, the Lord has made them loving 
and concerned. 

4. Tens to hundreds of thousands of people lived through the famine 
because of what God did in the life of Joseph. 

5. Among those was the family of Jacob, Israel, whom God would grow 
from a large family to a mighty nation so that they could bring the 
blessing to all the earth. 

B. Perhaps one day more than a billion people shall live upon the New Earth, each 
one given the gift of eternal life, one person at a time, and enjoying being a part 
of God´s New Creation forever and forever.  And each one will remember that a 
part of the way that the Father kept His promise to send the Son so that they 
might be saved was through the hard times of man named Joseph. 

Why do bad things happen? 

• God allows them so that His good purpose will be accomplished. 

• God allows them for the ultimate good of people. 
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Next week in our readings we will see a third reason God allows bad things to 
happen. 

The following week we will discover what to do about it. 


