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I WANT TO KNOW MY BIBLE 

 
The One Man Chooses and The One God Uses 

 

TEXT:  1 Sam. 1 - 24 

Introduction:   

1 Samuel is essentially the story of two men.   

It is easy to understand why people would choose Saul.   

1. Saul came from a well known and powerful family. 

2. Saul was tall, dark, and handsome, quite literally.  In fact, he is described as the most 
handsome man in all Israel in his day. 

3. He was nearly a foot taller than most other men, and thus heavily recruited as a wide 
receiver for the University of Benjamin, although I suspect that both Sabin and Miles had 
spent private time trying to lure him away. 

4. So when the people of Israel first rejected the rule of the Lord through the Judges He 
provided, and clamored for a king so they could be more like the nations that surrounded 
them, the Scripture says, “the desire of all Israel” was upon Saul. 

5. Saul was the one man chooses.   

6. Therefore when God caused the king to be selected by lot, He made the lot fall on Saul just 
as on deck of the storm tossed ship, God cause the lot to fall on Jonah.  The lot is cast in 
the lap but the decision is from the Lord!  The people wanted a good looking man from a 
respectable family, so God granted to them their choice.  (Be careful what you pray for.  
God may give it to you!) 

Later in the text of 1 Samuel, we meet another man.  His name is David.   

1. David´s Hebrew bloodline was severely tainted four generations back.  Not only was his 
great, great grandmother a Canaanite and a citizen of the pagan city of Jericho, she was a 
prostitute. 

2. At the point that we meet David in the text, he does not yet look to be a man but still a boy.  
His face is red, and people would not call him handsome, but pretty. 

3. This teenager becoming a man is a shepherd and a musician.  Nothing about him would 
cause those around him to call upon him as a soldier. 
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4. So when the army of Israel is being humiliated by a Philistine giant name Goliath, who 
challenges them to produce a champion from their ranks to fight him to the death, the name 
David comes to no man´s mind.  When the seemingly presumptuous lad offers himself, he 
meets nothing but rebuke and scoffing.  Finally, King Saul allows David into the fight only 
because there is no one else who is willing to go. 

5. But this man, David the son of Jesse, was the one God uses.  

6. Therefore when God sent Samuel to anoint a new king to take the place of Saul after God 
rejected him, the Lord said of David, “Arise, anoint him, for this is the one!” 

And here is the question for our consideration this morning.  What makes the difference?  What 
makes the difference between the one man chooses and the one God uses? 

 

I. CONSIDER SAUL 

A. We have already observed why men chose him to be their leader and their king. 

B. Now let us see why the Lord God rejected Him and chose another. 

1. Saul was self-centered.  (1 Sam. 13) 

a. Saul has been king 2 yrs., about to go into a great battle against Philistines. 

b. Samuel had promised to come in 7 days and meet him at Gilgal to offer sacrifice. 

c. 7th day, early, no sign of Samuel. 

d. Saul offers the sacrifice himself, contrary to God’s law. 

e. As soon as he finishes, Samuel arrives (still the seventh day). - God is seldom early but 
never late! 

f. Samuel admonishes Saul and tells him his line will not continue as kings of Israel 
because - 1 Samuel 13:14  But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has 
sought for Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD has commanded him to be 
commander over His people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded 
you.” 

g. What Saul did seems a little thing, but it revealed his heart. 

 He was not willing to trust God’s timing. 

 He was not willing to trust God’s way. 

 He thought he knew best. 

 He wanted what he wanted when he wanted it. 

 

h. He had a self-centered heart. 
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2. Saul was disobedient. (1 Sam. 15) 

1 Sam. 15:1-3   1 Samuel also said to Saul, “The LORD sent me to anoint you king over His 
people, over Israel. Now therefore, heed the voice of the words of the LORD. 2 Thus says 
the LORD of hosts: ‘I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he ambushed him on 
the way when he came up from Egypt. 3 Now go and attack Amalek, and utterly destroy all 
that they have, and do not spare them. But kill both man and woman, infant and nursing 
child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’” 

Saul´s failure to completely obey this command wins him great support among people in 
our generation.  God´s command to destroy all of the people, including women and 
children, causes some people to swell with self righteousness and accuse God of cruelty 
and barbarism.  It causes people to talk foolishly of a “God of the O.T. who is harsh in His 
rule” verses a “God of the New Testament who is merciful and loving.” 

 

Listen to me. 

God does not need a defense attorney, and certainly not one as ineloquent as me. 

So, what I tell you, I tell you not in God´s defense, for He needs no defense.  He alone 
is God.  There is none like Him. 

These words I offer come from your pastor who desires to prevent you, His sheep, from 
falling down a dangerous slope that would be your ruin or from eating poisonous weeds 
growing in the pasture that could bring your death. 

 

These are words to both warn and help you. 

 The Amalekites deserved the severe judgment of God. 

 They were descendants of Esau, and although they had witness of the True 
and Living God, they totally rejected the Lord. 

 They were the first to attack Israel as God brought them out of Egypt, 
attacking from behind against those who struggled to keep up, especially the 
elderly and the sick. 

 Throughout Israel´s wilderness travels the Amalekites carried on barbaric 
terrorist assaults against the people of God. 

 They were the sworn enemies of YHWH and of His chosen people. 

 Why the women and children? 

 Because every nursing son eventually became a marauding soldier. 

 Because every woman and girl eventually produced more marauding soldiers 
to fight against the people through whom God would send the Savior of the 
world. 
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Listen, my dear friend.   

The God of Old Testament and of New, for there is only One God, is altogether holy. 

Holiness produces wrath against sin. 

All sin will be judged. 

Every sin is judged either upon the cross      
   or in the Lake of Fire.      

    

Only those sinners who trust in the Savior Who bore our sins upon the cross escape the 
penalty of eternal death. 

 

But Saul was not disobedient because he was merciful.  Saul killed all the people except the king!  
In pride, Saul brought Agag back as a prize to be paraded in the streets to bring himself glory.   
Saul also spared the best of the animals for his own profit. 

Not that another motive would have made his disobedience more palatable to God.  The bottom 
line is that Saul disobeyed the Word of the Lord. 

a. Did not kill all 

b. Did not destroy all 

c. Lied about it 

d. Blamed others 

e. Set up monument to himself 

 

And out of this we are given a great principle: 

1 Samuel 15:22-23  22 So Samuel said:  “Has the LORD as great delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better 
than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.  23 For rebellion is as the sin of 
witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.  Because you have rejected the 
word of the LORD, He also has rejected you from being king.” 

There is more that could be said concerning Saul, but we will think on that next week as we come 
to the end of 1 Samuel, but for just a moment, in contrast, … 

 

II. CONSIDER DAVID 

A. David was a man who trusted God, not himself. 

1 Samuel 17:37   Moreover David said, “The LORD, who delivered me from the paw of the lion 
and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” … 
 
1 Samuel 17:44–46   44 And the Philistine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh 
to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!” 45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You 
come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the 
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LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will 
deliver you into my hand, …  
 
David was not a perfect man by any means, and when we read in 2 Sam., we will see how 
David responded to the convicting voice of God when he sinned. 

But for now let me mention one other thing about David that helps us understand why God 
used this man so that we may make ourselves more available for God to use for His Kingdom 
purposes. 

B. David was a man of persevering faith. 

David was no fair weather believer.  He did not just worship God when everything went his 
way.  David was a man who experienced great victories, but he was a man who knew 
tremendous sorrow and heartache. 

 David’s infant son died. 

 His daughter was raped by his son. 

 That son was murdered by his half brother. 

 His favorite son rebelled against him, stole the hearts of the people of Israel from 
their king, and then was killed. 

But David bore the trials of his life with the same kind of courageous faith with which he began 
his rise to power.  In the last moments of his life, he said to Solomon, his son, whom he 
anointed king in his stead, 

 
1 Kings 2:2–3   2 “I go the way of all the earth; be strong, therefore, and prove yourself a man. 3 
And keep the charge of the Lord your God: to walk in His ways, to keep His statutes, His 
commandments, His judgments, and His testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that 
you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn;  

 

CONCLUSION:  So which shall we be? 

The one the world chooses 

Or 

The one God uses 

 

 


