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THE SIMPLE STORY OF CHRISTMAS 

How to Have a Merry Christmas 
TEXT:  Lk. 2:13-18 

INTRODUCTION:   

 I grew up in Houston, Texas in a typical middle class family.  We were far from rich, 
but we were not poor.  We never lacked for food on the table, but things could get tight, and I 
remember my mom saying a number of times that there was too much month at the end of 
the money. 

 I had two older brothers, so there were serious limits on what could be spent at 
Christmas.  But buying big items or lots of toys was never really part of the agenda.  Mom 
and dad often made items they could not afford to buy.  Yet limited resources never seemed 
to hamper our enthusiasm for the celebration of Christmas. 

 I could not have explained it them, for I did not know the principles of God´s Word well 
enough, even though I was saved when I was eight years old.  But although I could not 
explain it, I did have a pretty good grasp on the fact that a merry Christmas was not directly 
related to the money allocated for its celebration. 

 I find it interesting that right here in the Christmas story, we find the formula for having 
a merry Christmas.  Sermon Title   Have you found it.  Let´s read it again, and see if you can 
put your finger on it. 

Lk. 2:1-18   And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus 
that all the world should be registered. 2 This census first took place while Quirinius was 
governing Syria. 3 So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 

4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it was, that while they were 
there, the days were completed for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn 
Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no 
room for them in the inn. 

8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over 
their flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For 
there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this 
will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 
saying: 
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14 “Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 

15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which 
the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the Babe lying in a manger. 17 Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known 
the saying which was told them concerning this Child. 18 And all those who heard it marveled 
at those things which were told them by the shepherds.  

 

I. GOD´S PURPOSE FOR THE FIRST CHRISTMAS 

 

Lk. 2:14   “Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 
 
A. Glory to God – Revealed presence of God 

The display of His splendor 
 

B. Peace on Earth – End of enmity with God, right relationship with Him 
 

C. Goodwill among Men – This results from the right relationship with God 
 
 

II. WHAT MAKES FOR A MERRY CHRISTMAS? 
(AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!) 

 
Lk. 2:15   So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us.” 
 
A. Want to have a merry Christmas?  Go to Bethlehem! 

 

 Focus on true meaning of Christmas. 

 First your own relationship and walk with Christ. 

 Your ministry that you have in Christ.  

 Show love to those Christ loved. 
 

 Hurting 
 Lonely 
 Sick 
 grieving 

 

 Take focus off of self. 
Some of my sweetest Christmas memories come from times when we managed 
to do this. 
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College and seminary days, poor as church mice, made gifts for family 
members: 

Candles   
Antique cars from watch parts   

 
Following Katrina  
 

 Be a servant. 
To your family 
To anyone you can 
 

B. Going to Bethlehem – Doing what God says 
 
May be in your personal walk 
May be about forgiveness 
May be concerning your being a witness 
May be about prayer life 
May be about your giving 
May be about your service to the Lord 
 

C. Do it quickly 
 
Lk. 2:16   And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying 
in a manger. 
 
With haste! 
 
True obedience is doing what God says – immediately! 
 
Revival Meeting – Prayer room for immediate obedience 
 
Not quite as immediate, but that is one of the reasons we have the steps at the front 
 
 
CONCLUSION:  How´s your Christmas going to be? 
 
Not dependent on the money you have to spend or on what others spend on you. 
 
The peace we experience and the goodwill among people around us will be directly 
proportional to the degree we focus on others to serve and bless them, and on our 
quick and exacting obedience to God. 


