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Background/Review 
  -  Lesson-1 (Romans 1) – The transforming power of the Gospel compels believers to share the Gospel message with others!  
         For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to everyone who believes (Rom 1:16) 

  -  Lesson-2 (Romans 1) – Ignoring God leads to our destruction! – Through His creation, God reveals Himself to everyone, and as His  
      creation [every human] is accountable to holy God for his/her sinful actions – Therefore people are without excuse (Rm 1:20)     
  -  Lesson-3 (Romans 2) – No one can keep the law perfectly, thus everyone needs a Savior – God gave the law to reveal His standards  
      and to show people they could not keep the law – It is hypocrisy to imply we can keep the law, knowing in our hearts that we can’t.   
  -  Today – Lesson-4  (Romans 3:21-4:3) – All who accept the Gospel [Good News Jesus Christ] by faith are justified before the Father! 
 
Through Faith In Jesus All People Are Justified (Rom 3:21-31)  21 But now, apart from the law, God's righteousness has been revealed-

attested by the Law and the Prophets   22 -that is, God's righteousness through faith in Jesus Christ, to all who believe, since there is no 

distinction.   23 For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.   24 They are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that 

is in Christ Jesus.  25 God presented Him as a propitiation through faith in His blood, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His 

restraint God passed over the sins previously committed.   26 He presented Him to demonstrate His righteousness at the present time, so that 

He would be righteous and declare righteous the one who has faith in Jesus.   27 Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of 

law? By one of works? No, on the contrary, by a law of faith.   28 For we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from works of law.   

29 Or is God for Jews only? Is He not also for Gentiles? Yes, for Gentiles too,   30 since there is one God who will justify the circumcised by 

faith and the uncircumcised through faith.  31 Do we then cancel the law through faith? Absolutely not! On the contrary, we uphold the law.  
 

  -  God’s creation reveals to all that God existence, and His law defines God’s righteous standards 
  -  Every person has a sin problem [we miss God’s mark – His righteous standard] and we are accountable to God for that sin – This sin  
     problem can’t be solved by self-righteousness or righteous-works – Thus, we need a Savior in order to be reconciled/justified with God 
 --  For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23) – And, 23 the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is  

      eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 6:23)   
 --  God provides The Way – They are justified freely by His grace through the redemptive work of Jesus Christ 
  ---  By God’s grace, He provide Jesus Christ to solve our sin problem, for all who believe in Him and have faith in Him! 
  -  Key words (Romans 3:21-31):   
 --  Grace – God’s unmerited favor [God’s redemption at Christ’s expense] – Grace is the moving cause of our justification – 8 by grace  

      are ye saved through faith…not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:  9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

  ---  Gift – A gift is not earned, rather it is freely given; to have value it must be accepted [received by each individual]   
 --  Reconciliation – To exchange something bad for something good – We exchange separation from God to fellowship with Him 
 --  Redemption – to deliver by paying a price [the sinless Christ paying for our sin] – By this we receive a right standing with God 
 --  Propitiation – Satisfying/Appeasing an offended God + removing the cause of the offense – Christ paid/cancels our sin penalty   
  ---  Expiation – Atonement – To offer a sacrifice [Jesus Christ] by which sin is cancelled – A blotting out or removal of sin 
 --  Justification – A believer’s right standing before God – This justification is purchased by Jesus’ shed blood 
  ---  without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin (Hebrew 9:22)  
  ---  Justification is perhaps the most crucial concept in the entire book of Romans 
 --  Sanctification – To set apart for God – The sanctification process continues in the believer’s live as he/she matures spiritually 
  -  In Christ’s death, God is at once both: [1]  JUST because He punishes all sin and removes it, and 
                [2]  the JUSTIFIER – He imputes/credits Christ’s righteousness to those who trust Him by faith 
 --  A righteous judge must neither punish the innocent nor acquit the guilty 
  -  man is justified by faith apart from works of law – We are justified in God’s eyes not by keeping the law, rather by faith in Jesus’ ability  
      to pay the penalty for our sin, and God’s willingness to accept that payment for our sin!  
 --  God declare righteous the one who has faith in Jesus (Romans 3:26) 
  -  Recall the Day of Atonement in the Old Testament (Leviticus 16:1-34) – [1] bull’s blood shed priest’s sin, [2] goat’s blood shed for the  
      people’s sins, [3] sin conferred on the scapegoat who was led into wilderness symbolizing forgiveness [removal forever] of the sin 
  -  Through Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection God provided a just way for man’s sin problem to solved if man accepts the gift by faith!  
 
Including Abraham (Rom 4:1-3)  1 What then can we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has found?   2 If Abraham 

was justified by works, then he has something to brag about-but not before God.   3 For what does the Scripture say? Abraham believed 

God, and it was credited to him for righteousness. 
 

  -  Jews taught that Abraham was justified by his works, but Abraham was justified by faith – Abraham believed [had faith in] God [what God  

       said and promised], and it [his faith in God] was credited [by God] to him for righteousness [Abraham was justified by his faith] (Romans 4:3) 
  -  God declares righteous the one who has faith in Jesus [the promised Messiah] including Abraham + all believers (past, present, future)! 
 

Do you accept that God declares you righteous [justified] because of your faith in Jesus Christ, not because of your works? 
Then live as justified believers, not as those still under the bondage of sin! 


